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Children’s Fiction

Nightmare Library series
Taiga Kayama

Publication: September 2023
ISBN: 978-4-591-17908-6

Ages 7+
188mm x 128mm 
199 pages
Softcover
Publication: February 2023
ISBN: 978-4-591-17708-2

Taiga Kayama: A picture-book author, illustrator, and character designer. Born in Kyoto in 1996. Specializes in illustrations with a 
mysterious and slightly horrific atmosphere.

Nightmare Library 2
The Monster of the Night Sky
At the Nightmare Library, every book is born from a child’s terrifying dream. 
There, young readers encounter a skeletal concierge, a shaggy monster, and a 
silent spider woman—staff who are eerie yet strangely endearing. Their unset-
tling charm is part of what makes this series truly irresistible.

A chilling Japanese horror series brought to life with 
richly detailed illustrations.

Nightmare Library 1
Welcome to the Nightmare Library
One night you receive an invitation. A mysterious light leads you to the 
Nightmare Library. You will read some thrilling scary stories, one story a night. 
Young readers will enjoy these spooky yet cute and pop styled stories.

Rights sold: 
Korean, Italian, Thai, Polish, 
English, Russian, traditional 
Chinese

Keywords:
Bad dream, scary story, ghost, 
nightmare, library, skeleton
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Short promotional video 
(with English subtitles)

Children’s Fiction

The Zorori series
Yutaka Hara

Yutaka Hara :Hara is one of Japan’s most beloved creators of children’s literature. He debuted as an illustrator at age twenty and 
received the Kodansha Children’s Literature Award early in his career. He is best known as the creator of the long running Zorori 
series, which has been adapted into TV series and films, and earned a Guinness World Record in 2022 for the most volumes in a 
single-author chapter-book series.

Zorori Saves the Dinosaur Egg!
A million copy bestseller from Japan, led by Zorori—
the clever, mischievous hero loved by generations.

40 million copies sold in the world.

Zorori the fox and the twin boars Ishishi and Noshishi become entangled in a 
variety of adventures. Zorori’s dream is to become the king of villains, yet he 
somehow always ends up helping people.

In this volume, a typhoon sweeps Dinosaur Mama’s egg into the sea! So 
much for Zorori’s relaxing vacation. Zorori, Ishishi and Noshishi save the 
huge egg from a giant octopus, rocky volcanic terrain, a terrifying fall into a 
gorge, and a hungry gorilla family with problems of its own. But can Zorori 
return the egg to Dinosaur Mama unbroken? 

Vol.40

From Latest Volumes

Vol. 73 
Zorori Suddenly 
Becomes King!?

English sample layout

Vol. 72 
Save the Dinosaur
Mother

Vol. 74 
Noshishi Suddenly 
Becomes King!?

Vol. 75 
Got It! The 
Mysterious 
Giant Diamond

Vol. 76
Here Comes the 
Fake Zorori!

Ages 5+
218mm x 155mm
95 pages
Softcover
Publication : December 2006
ISBN: 978-4-591-09512-6

Rights sold: 
Korean, simplified Chinese, Thai, 
traditional Chinese

English sample available

76 volumes currently 
available
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Mizen’s YouTube channel 
(in English)

Children’s Fiction

Chapter book series by the hugely popular YouTube 
duo Mizen, who have 20 million followers.

Over 350,000 copies sold in the series.

Beloved especially among elementary school students, the Maizen Sister’s hit 
videos have been transformed into exciting stories in this book. Whether 
you’re already a fan or discovering them for the first time, you’ll enjoy 
thrilling adventures featuring Zenichi, the smart and dependable one, and 
Mikey, the cheerful and innocent newcomer to this world. This book contains 
three short and fun stories:

1) Hide-and-Seek in a Giant Toilet
Zenichi and Mikey play hide-and-seek in a hotel shaped like a giant toilet—
but with a twist! During the game, they can draw from a “gacha” machine to 
gain special abilities like invisibility, super jump, or wall-phasing. Zenichi 
uses his strategic mind to combine powers, while Mikey relies on bold moves 
to evade pursuit. 

2) Medusa vs. Security
One day, a village is attacked by Medusa, turning villagers into stone. To 
protect everyone, Zenichi and Mikey build a security system with traps and 
barriers. But Medusa’s power is overwhelming! Can their teamwork and 
quick thinking save the day? This episode is packed with tension and the 
thrill of victory.

3) The Ultimate Escape in Tag
Zenichi wakes up in a prison cell, only to face the villainous Chicken Hunter. 
To survive, Zenichi and Mikey must escape in a high-stakes game of tag 
across a vast field, using hiding spots and items to outwit their pursuer. Full 
of unpredictable twists and heart-pounding excitement!

Let’s Go! Maizen1
Hide and Seek in a Giant Toilet
Written by  Hiroshi Ishizaki   Illustrated by Sanosuke Sakuma

Ages 6+
172mm × 112mm
144pages
Softcover
Publication: November 2023
ISBN: 978-4-591-17967-3

Rights sold: 
Korean

8 volumes currently 
available

Hiroshi Ishizaki: Ishizaki began his career in publishing before becoming a writer and translator. He won the Noma Children’s 
Literature Award and the Japan Association of Children’s Authors Award for The Witch School at the End of the World (Sekai no Hate 
no Majogakko), among many other popular works.

Sanosuke Sakuma: Sakuma works across creative fields, including game character design, trading card illustrations, and book 
artwork.
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Children’s Fiction

An interactive gamebook where readers choose the 
next page—solving mazes, quizzes, and missions 
along the way, based on the hugely popular YouTube 
content.

Zenichi sneaks into a heavily guarded prison to rescue Mikey, who has been 
captured for a crime he didn’t commit. Together, they hatch a daring escape 
plan, but countless traps and obstacles await them.

This interactive story allows readers to decide how the plot unfolds by 
choosing which page to turn to next. Sometimes the choice may lead to a 
game over—but don’t worry! Readers can try again and enjoy the adventure 
as many times as they like.

Maizen Gamebook
Written by  Chisato Seki
Illustrated by  Kaori Hayashi

Ages 5+
215mm x 155mm
79 pages
Softcover
Publication: April 2025
ISBN: 978-4-591-18577-3

Chisato Seki: A children’s book author known for creating numerous character based titles. She is the author of MyakuMyaku: A Day 
in the Life (MyakuMyaku Aru Hi no Ohanashi) , a picture book featuring the official character of Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, along with 
many other works centered on popular characters.

Kaori Hayashi: Hayashi creates works across a wide range of fields, including picture books, educational materials, childcare 
products, and miscellaneous goods.
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Comics

The second volume is 
planned for release

Maizen, the hugely popular YouTube channel with 20 
million subscribers worldwide, is featured in comics!

The Maizen’s hit videos have been reimagined into this brand-new comics. 
You’ll enjoy the adventures and mysteries featuring Zenichi, the knowl-
edgeable and dependable one, and Mikey, the cheerful and innocent 
newcomer to this world.

The book features 80 four-panel comic strips, divided into three major story 
arcs inspired by their videos. Just like the original storylines, you can read 
them sequentially or enjoy each one on its own for a good laugh.

In the first story, Zenichi and Mikey accidentally damage a gate and end up in 
prison. Their comical attempts to escape include building a portal to another 
world and creating a drink that shrinks their bodies.

Beyond the comics, the book includes quiz pages, character introductions and 
more. With its full-color illustrations and minimal text, it’s easier to read than 
traditional comics—making it a perfect gateway into comics for young 
readers transitioning from picture books.

Maizen Comics – Prison Break!
Story by  Jun Esaka
Illustrated by  Sanosuke Sakuma & Kaori Hayashi

Jun Esaka: After graduating from Waseda University, Esaka began a career in writing. In addition to original manga stories, he has 
worked on novelizations such as ONE PIECE novel HEROINES and the NARUTO Novels series.

Sanosuke Sakuma: Sakuma works across creative fields, including game character design, trading card illustrations, and book 
artwork.

Kaori Hayashi: Hayashi creates works across a wide range of fields, including picture books, educational materials, childcare 
products, and miscellaneous goods.

Ages 6+
151mm x 105mm
192 pages
Paperback
Publication: November 2025
ISBN: 978-4-591-18695-4
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Young Adult

Set in Hiroshima, a city still bearing the scars of the 
atomic bomb, this story portrays the horrors of war 
and a heartfelt prayer for peace.

Ryota, a fifth-grade student, lives with his grandfather. One day, his grand-
father tells Ryota about Minoru—Ryota’s great-uncle who died in the atomic 
bombing. Although the war had always felt like a distant past to Ryota, his 
grandfather’s stories sparked a deep interest in history in him. He begins 
exploring Hiroshima, visiting the Peace Memorial Museum, the Atomic 
Bomb Dome, and the statue of a young girl in Peace Memorial Park. As he 
walks through the city, Ryota reflects on Minoru’s life and the tragedy he 
endured.

Meanwhile, Rei, a girl at Ryota’s school whom he secretly admires, is 
troubled by her great-grandmother Tazu. Tazu had lost her son in the 
bombing. Every summer, Tazu’s memories become fragmented, and she starts 
searching for her lost child. One day, Ryota hears that Tazu has gone missing. 
He searches for her and, upon finding her, impulsively pretends to be her 
deceased son. 

This is a powerful story that makes readers think about what we can do for 
our loved ones in the modern world.

Ages 10+
188mm × 135mm
174 pages
Hardcover
Publication: June 2023
ISBN: 978-4-591-17821-8

Rights sold: 
Italian

English synopsis and 
sample available

Keywords:
WWII, peace, family, 
community, bonding

Suguri Nishimura: Born in Hiroshima Prefecture in 1956. Her book My Light-Colored Paints (Boku no Hikariiro no Enogu) was 
selected as a recommended title for the 61st National Youth Book Report Contest, and I Told a Lie was chosen for the 70th edition of 
the same contest.

Kano Nakajima: Graduated from Musashino Art University. After working at a design office, she began her career as a freelance illus-
trator in 2019.

I Told a Lie
Written by  Suguri Nishimura
Illustrated  by  Kano Nakajima
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Young Adult

A moving coming of age story that illumiantes the pre-
ciousness of being alive.

The protagonist of this story is a wandering soul. Living peacefully in a pure, 
heavenly realm, the soul longs for the richness of human life. One day, it 
escapes from the heavenly realm and slips into the body of a 14-year-old boy, 
Tenzan Takanashi—where it is granted just one year to live as “Tenzan.”

At first, everything is dazzlingly new: moving a body, speaking, eating, 
touching the world. Every moment is filled with wonder. But as the soul 
adjusts to daily life and begins interacting with others, it starts to experience 
more complex emotions—joy, fear, longing, frustration, and pain.

When a classmate becomes overwhelmed by despair and expresses a desire to 
die, the soul desperately wishes for her to live. Yet the soul also realizes that 
the girl’s feelings are directed not toward the soul, but toward the real 
Tenzan—deepening the conflict within.

Even when life is painful, it is still filled with joy. The soul wants to 
experience so much more. It dreams of becoming “real” and continuing to 
live as Tenzan. But the limit of its borrowed time approaches without 
mercy…

A fresh, thought provoking YA novel that leaves readers seeing their own 
world differently once they turn the final page.

This World is Worth Living in
Marie-Lou Hasegawa

Ages 10+
194mm x 126mm
263 pages
Softcover
Publication: June 2025
ISBN: 978-4-591-18651-0

Rights sold: 
Korean

English synopsis and 
sample available

Keywords: 
preciousness of being alive, 
hope and resilience, teenage 
struggles, friendship and 
connection

Marie-Lou Hasegawa: Hasegawa received the Kodansha Children’s Literature Newcomer Award (Honorable Mention) for The 
Country Where Drawing Is Forbidden (Oekaki Kinshi no Kuni), the Japanese Association of Writers for Children Newcomer Award for 
The Mermaid of Kasumi River (Kasumigawa no Ningyo), and the Noma Children’s Literature Award for How to Kill Sugimori-kun. 
(Sugimori-kun wo Korosu niwa). She writes across a wide range of genres—from realism to science fiction and fantasy—with a 
distinctive voice that resonates deeply with young readers.
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Young Adult

A gripping near future mystery about friendship, sus-
picion, and the boundary between human and AI.

The newly created “Model School” in addition to having a fully furnished 
super security system equipped with security cameras and microphones, is 
said to have stationed one android (Guardroid) in the class as a “Watcher 
Roleˮ to prevent bullying. 

Mika, a 6th grade elementary school student, has made new friends in the 
clean and comfortable school building, and is excited about her new life, but, 
soon, the “search for the Guardroid” began within her class... 

What is a true heart? What is the difference between a human heart and a 
Guardroid heart? This is a story set in the Tokyo of the near future, but it 
may be the story of “Tomorrow’s Tokyo,” and gives a good perspective of a 
society where AI and humans coexist.

Artificial Soul
Written by  Madoka Sato 
Illustrated  by  Kenji Urata 

Madoka Sato: A Japanese author who has lived in Italy since 1987, Sato made her debut in 2006 when she won the Nissan Children’s 
Story Picture Book Grand Prix with Light Blue Flippers (Mizuiro no Ashihire). One of her major works, 105 Degrees (105 do), was 
selected as an assigned reading book for the 64th National Book Report Competition for Youth. She has also produced numerous 
translations from Italian.

Kenji Urata: Graduated from Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts Graduate School. Urata actively participates in exhibitions, 
mainly in Okinawa, and works on creative activities, such as the “Exhibition of Works Created by Art Teachers” and the “Mabuni 
peace project.” 

Ages 11+
195mm ×127 mm 
175 pages
Hardcover
Publication: February 2019
ISBN: 978-4-591-16205-7

Rights sold: 
Italian

Keywords:
near future, android, AI, human 
heart, trust, friendship
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Young Adult

From a bestselling author comes a thrilling story of re-
incarnation, where the protagonist finds himself in the 
world of an anime and fights to change the fate of the 
heroine.

A 28-year-old office worker, who died in a traffic accident on his way home, 
finds himself reincarnated in the world of his favorite anime kimiaru. The 
body he has reincarnated into was that of a young boy Akuto, the villain of 
the story. 

Akuto spent twelve years in this body without knowing about his previous 
life, until he fell and hit his head, which made him remember his old life, as 
well as obtaining the skills he cultivated from that time. He subsequently 
decides to act against his assigned role of villain. He also decides to change 
the heroine Haru Hayama’s destiny that will see her die from an illness. He 
was an ardent fan of the anime, and knowing the scenario thoroughly, he 
thinks that he should be able to change the fate of the heroine. 

However, even when Akuto changes the course of events, the heroine still 
falls ill according to the scenario. Can he find the survival route left by “God 
(scenario writer)” and see the storyline in which the heroin is alive? This is a 
moving story that will inevitably bring tears to the readers’ eyes.

Live your other self in another world.
If you realize what is important there, 
you may be able to change your real self a little.
—Mamoru Hosoda, Animation Director

In a Storyline Where She Lives
Eiichi Nakata

Eiichi Nakata: Debuted in 2009 with the bestselling novel My Pretend Girlfriend (Momose, Kocchi wo muite). His novel Have a Song 
on Your Lips (Kuchibiru ni uta wo) won the Shogakan Children’s Publication Culture Award. Many of his novels, including Have a 
Song on Your Lips, were made into a film.

Ages 12+
188mm x 128mm
626 pages
Softcover
Publication: June 2024
ISBN: 978-4-591-18206-2

Rights sold: 
Simplified Chinese

English sample 
available

Keywords: 
reincarnation, love, the power of 
storytelling, meaning of life, 
anime

Keyword
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