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Illustrated Essay

PV (Japanese)

Author : Shinsuke Yoshitake and Naoki Matayoshi

A witty story for all book lovers, which sold over 300,000 
copies in Japan.

There once was a book-loving king who was very old and nearly blind. One day, he 
called two men to his castle and said, “I love books. I’ve read many in my day. In 
fact, I think I’ve read most of them. But my eyes are so bad now, I can’t read. Still, I 
love books, so I want to hear stories about them. I command the two of you to travel 
the world searching for anyone who knows of unusual books. When you find them, 
ask them about those books. Then come back here and tell me their stories.”
The two men set out on their journey and collected many stories for the king. When 
they returned, they began to tell him their stories each night. 

You’ll smile, you’ll cry, and you’ll roar with laughter at the final twist. A collaboration 
between popular picture-book author Shinsuke Yoshitake and Akutagawa-winning 
author Naoki Matayoshi, this is a hilarious, moving journey of books. 

That Book…

Publication: July 2022
192 pages
With colored illustrations

Rights sold: 
Dutch, English (World), 
Indonesian, Italian, 
Korean, simplified 
Chinese, Spanish (World), 
Thai, traditional Chinese 
and Vietnamese

Agents: 
English Agency Japan/
New River Literary Ltd. 
(World, excluding Asia)

➡English synopsis 
and sample 
translation available

Keywords: 
books about books, 
humor with twist, 
imagination
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Illustrated Essay

Author : Shinsuke Yoshitake

Daddy’s Toddling First Steps: Daily Bewilderment

Beloved children’s book author Shinsuke Yoshitake shares 
the funny and frustrating truths of fatherhood in his first 
illustrated parenting essay.

Aren’t mothers always irritated? Aren’t fathers always left out?

Picture book author Shinsuke Yoshitake figured it out when he became a dad. While 
struggling with the daily challenges of raising a child, Shinsuke experiences 
uncertainty, discovers insights, and finds joy. 

His illustrated essays on his initiation into fatherhood will have experienced parents 
laughing and nodding knowingly. It would make the perfect gift for a new dad!

Shinsuke Yoshitake: Born in 1973. He made his debut as a picture-book author in 
2013 with It Might Be an Apple. He has since authored many other works with a 
diverse range and won numerous awards, including the MOE Picture Book Store 
Awards, the New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book Award and a special 
mention at the Bologna Ragazzi Award. Many of his works have been translated 
into other languages. Father of two children.

Publication: January 2025
128 pages

Rights sold: 
Korean, simplified 
Chinese, Vietnamese, 
traditional Chinese

➡English synopsis 
and sample 
translation available

Honest Impressions

Practice for Fatherhood
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