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Picture Books Ages  5+

Ages 5+
217 x 149mm
48 pages
Hardcover with jacket
ISBN 978-4-591-16982-7
Pub month: June 2021
Rights sold: Catalan, French, 
Italian, Korean, simplified 
Chinese, Spanish, Thai, tradi-
tional Chinese

208 x 154 mm
103 pages
Hardcover with jacket
ISBN 978-4-591-15444-1
Pub month: June 2017
Rights sold: English (world), 
French, German, Italian, 
Korean, simplified Chinese, 
Spanish (world), Thai, tradi-
tional Chinese

Every child becomes an adult – “But Look Now” is a heartwarming pic-
ture book highlighting those moments we want to hold onto.

Key selling points
•	 9 languages, 350,000 copies sold
•	 First prize at the 2021 MOE Picture Book Sellers’ Awards

�• English sample available.

You wanted it so badly...but look now.
I cleaned your room so much...but look now.
You were so small...but look now.
There are so many memories when raising children, but eventually they grow 
up and become adults. That’s why all these little things about everyday life 
become filled with nostalgia. “But Look Now” is a heartwarming story for 
children and adults.

Shinsuke Yoshitake :  Born in Kanagawa Prefecture in 1973. Earned a degree in Plastic Art and Mixed Media from the Master’s 
Program in Art and Design at the University of Tsukuba. Has published a diverse range of works, including standalone sketches 
spotlighting aspects of everyday life with a unique take, illustrations for children’s books, book cover designs, illustrated essays, and 
more. His debut picture book, “It Might Be an Apple,” received first prize at the 6th MOE Picture Book Sellers’ Awards, the 61st 
Sankei Juvenile Literature Publishing Culture Award for Art, and a prize at the 8th (Akiko Ikeda Commemorative) Watakushi, Tsumari 
Nobody Awards. “I Have a Reason” received first prize at the 8th MOE Picture Book Store Awards. “Still Stuck” received first prize at 
the 9th MOE Picture Book Store Awards and a special mention at the Bologna Ragazzi Awards. “The I Wonder Bookstore” was the 
runner-up in the Children’s Book General Election. “The Boring Book” was selected for The New York Times the 10 Best Illustrated 
Children’s Books of 2019.

PV showing 
all pages

But Look Now
Shinsuke Yoshitake

The I Wonder Bookstore
The I wonder Bookstore on the edge of town specializes in books that have 
something to do with books. Ask the owner, “I wonder if you have a book 
about so-and-so?” and he will almost surely reply, “Yes!” before ducking 
back among the shelves to fetch it.  What kind of book would you want to 
request?
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Naoki Matayoshi: Born in 1980 in Neyagawa, Osaka Prefecture. Is a member of the comedy ensemble Peace, part of the Yoshimoto 
Kogyo entertainment company. In 2015, his debut novel Spark won the Akutagawa Prize and became a bestseller with over three 
million copies sold. In 2017, published the romance novel Theater, and in April 2022, expanded Humans, originally a newspaper 
serial, for publication as a paperback. His other titles include A Hundred Views of Tokyo and Second Assistant to the Librarian. His 
YouTube channel Whirlpool and his subscription website Moonlight Jottings are also popular. 

Contact
Asia…Poplar Publishing (foreign-rights-sales@poplar.co.jp)
The rest of the world…English Agency Japan / New River Literary Ltd 
(likangqin@newriveragency.com)

Keywords
The I Wonder Bookstore, Spark, 
But Look Now, books about 
books, gifts, best seller

PV (Japanese)

A witty story for all book lovers

You’ll smile, you’ll cry, and you’ll roar with laughter at the final twist. A 
collaboration between Akutagawa-winning author Naoki Matayoshi and 
popular picture-book author Shinsuke Yoshitake, this is a hilarious, moving 
journey of books. 

English synopsis and sample available.

Summary
There once was a book-loving king who was very old and nearly blind. One 
day, he called two men to his castle and said, “I love books. I’ve read many 
in my day. In fact, I think I’ve read most of them. But my eyes are so bad 
now, I can’t read. Still, I love books, so I want to hear stories about them. I 
command the two of you to travel the world searching for anyone who knows 
of unusual books. When you find them, ask them about those books. Then 
come back here and tell me their stories.”
The two men set out on their journey and collected many stories for the king. 
When they returned, they began to tell him their stories each night… 

Ages 9+
208 x 154mm
192 pages
Hardcover with jacket
ISBN 978-4-591-17432-6
Pub month: Jul. 2022
Rights sold: English(world), 
Italian, Korean, simplified 
Chinese, Spanish(world), Thai, 
traditional Chinese, Dutch

That Book…
Naoki Matayoshi and Shinsuke Yoshitake

Fiction
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