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POPLAR Publishing Co., Ltd., a leading independent publisher of children’s 
books in Japan, has been in business for more than  years. As it started as a 
children’s books publisher, it has always tried to provide children with enjoy-
able and exciting books. Today, the company’s goals remain unchanged: every-
thing it publishes should be enjoyable and enrich people’s lives. 

To date, POPLAR Publishing Co., Ltd. has published many best-selling picture 
book series, which have sold more than one million copies, including “the 
Little Mouse” and “Hide & Seek.” It has also published long-selling storybook 
series, such as “Kaiketsu Zorori” and “Let’s Go! Zukkoke Trio.” Moreover, the 
company launched an encyclopedia series, “POPLARDIA,” in 2002 and an il-
lustrated reference book series, “WONDA,” in 2012.

Furthermore, POPLAR Publishing Co., Ltd. expanded by publishing books for 

“Midnight Bakery” series, have sold nearly one million copies and have been 

around 500 titles annually, and many of its titles have been licensed to foreign 
countries.
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Kōji Ishikawa is the author of the hugely popular Katanuki ehon (Hide 
and Seek) series in which turning a page with one or more special cut-
outs completes the picture and answers the riddle. In this new book he 
offers young readers embedded polyurethane puzzle pieces that they 
can take out and slide together to form cute little three-dimensional ani-
mals.

The volume features five different animals: a dog, a cat, a lion, an ele-
phant, and a gorilla. In each case, the left-hand page shows a picture of 
the animal with its name (in both Japanese and English), the sound it 
makes, and a simple sentence describing a distinctive characteristic. The 
puzzle pieces that go together to form the animal are embedded in the 
right-hand page, which also states the color of the animal in both 
Japanese and English. Since each animal is made of just four pieces, 
even small children can quickly learn how to fit them together. 

Besides learning the names, sounds, and characteristics of the animals 
as well as names of colors, the child develops new cognitive skills from 
the process of looking at the pieces and thinking about how they go to-
gether. The finished animals are not only sturdy enough for the child to 
move about and play with, but attractive enough to be set on a shelf for 
decoration. When the child is finished playing, figuring out where and 
how each piece fits back into the book offers another mental workout, 
as well as good practice in putting things back in their place when fin-
ished with them. As a bonus, the book is very compact, so it’s easy to 
take along wherever you need to go. 

3D Animal Puzzles
Kōji Ishikawa

Ages 5+

175 x 195 mm

10 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591150917

Rights sold: 

Kōji Ishikawa (1963–) was born in Chiba Prefecture and graduated from Musashino Art University. His colorful illustrations 
of animals and people grace a variety of media, including publications, advertisements, and character designs. More recently 
he has become known as an author of children’s books. His best-selling Hide and Seek series now runs to more than a dozen 
volumes and counting. 

A little girl who has a new baby brother enumerates all the things she 
and her parents “become” as a result, beginning with “I become a big 
sister.” Her mother “becomes me and the baby’s mommy” and her 
mother’s days “become busier” with more jobs to do as she nurses the 
baby, changes his diaper, gives him baths, cooks the family’s meals, 
does the laundry, and “looks after me, too.” Her father “becomes me 
and the baby’s daddy,” and “becomes extra nice to Mommy” when 
she’s tired from her added work.

The girl goes on to detail other ways in which her family’s life changes. 
They all “become as quiet as ninjas” when the baby is asleep, and “be-
come irritated when the phone rings or the dog next door barks.” They 
become sensitive to sounds (“Is that the baby crying?”) and smells 
(“Does he need to be changed?”).

“Sometimes I become jealous of the baby,” notes the girl about herself, 
but “I know I have to become more independent”—except “I become 
teary when I goof up,” and then “I become clingy” and “Mommy be-
comes just my mommy again” for a while. As time goes by, “I become 
more patient,” and “I also become able to help out with the baby in little 
ways,” and gradually “I become more understanding of my brother.”

On the final page the little girl notes that they have “become a family of 
four”—implying that it is by virtue of all the other “becomings” she has 
mentioned. The story is a perfectly pitched portrayal of the psychology 
of a small child who is on the one hand excited to have a new sibling, 
and on the other faced with many changes to everything she has known 
in her life.

What We Become When Baby Comes
Kanayo Sugiyama

Ages 3+

230 x 230 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591108987

Rights sold:China

Kanayo Sugiyama (1967-) was born in Shizuoka Prefecture and graduated from Tokyo Gakugei University with a degree in 
fine arts. She set herself up as a freelance picture-book author in 1990, and the following year published K. Sugyāma 
hakushi no dōbutsu zukan (Dr. K. Sugyāma’s Illustrated Animal Book). From 1993 to 1995 she studied etching at the Art 
Students League of New York. In 1998 she received the Kodansha Award for Picture Books as the illustrator for Pengin no 
hon (The Book of Penguins). Among her many other titles are Boku no obentō and Watashi no obentō (My Box Lunch, 
2003—two separate versions with male and female narrators), Yama ni ki o uemashita (They Planted Trees in the 
Mountains, 2007), Akachan ga umaretara naru naru nan ni naru? (What We Become When Baby Comes, 2009), and 
Akachan wa okāsan to kō shite o-hanashi shite imasu (How Babies Talk with Mama, 2010). 
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A little girl of about kindergarten age narrates this story. She has a white 
hat with a red flower on it. Her brother, a year or two older, has a white 
hat with a blue ribbon around it. They always wear their hats whenever 
they go out—to catch dragonflies, to go to the zoo, to go shopping.

One day the little girl’s family takes a train to visit her aunt. She leans 
out the window to catch the wind as the train speeds along, and her hat 
goes flying. Her parents try to comfort her, but she is inconsolable and 
can’t stop crying.

The next day her father comes home with two new hats—a white hat 
with blue lines for her brother, and a white hat with red lines for her. Her 
brother dons his new hat right away, but she doesn’t want to put hers on. 
It doesn’t seem like her hat. Even when she goes outside, she pushes her 
hat off and lets it dangle by its string against her back instead of wear-
ing it properly on her head.

On a hot summer day, she and her brother go outside to catch dragon-
flies again. Her brother warns her that she could get sick if she doesn’t 
wear her hat, so she reluctantly puts it on. But it still doesn’t feel like 
her hat. As she sits looking at a parade of ants on the ground, a butterfly 
comes and lands on her hat. It flits away when her brother notices and 
shouts out to her. She reaches up to touch where it was, and soon the 
butterfly returns to flutter about her some more. It makes her happy, and 
the next day when she and her brother go out to catch dragonflies again, 
she puts on her hat from the start.

Accompanied by soft-toned illustrations, this heartwarming story about 
a child’s feelings of attachment to one of her belongings has remained a 
perennial favorite since it was first published decades ago.

My Hat 
Yōko Sano

Ages 5+

230 x 250 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591004999

Rights sold:China, Korea and 

Taiwan

Yōko Sano (1938–2010) was born in Beijing, China. A writer of many talents, she produced numerous children’s books and 
was esteemed by adults for her essays as well. Sano traveled to Europe in 1967 and studied lithography in Berlin. In 1973 
she published her first picture book,Sū-chan to neko (Sue and the Cat). She went on to produce various styles of picture 
books, including Ojisan no kasa (Uncle’s Umbrella), Watashi no bōshi (My Hat; winner of the Kodansha Award for Picture 
Books), and Nē tōsan (Hey Papa; winner of the Shogakukan Children’s Publication Culture Award). She also produced il-
lustrations for others’ works and translated picture books into Japanese. Her script Jitensha buta ga yatte kita (The Bicycle 
Pig Is Coming) was used in stage performances for children by the Maru theater company. 

Night Boat
Text by Haruo Yamashita
Illus. by Ken Kuroi 

Ages 6+

290 x 220 mm

38 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591124260

Rights sold:

Haruo Yamashita (1937–) was born in Tokyo but lived on the Inland Sea coast during his formative years. Many of his books have 
marine themes. Early in his career he worked as an editor at a publishing house specializing in children’s literature, but then started 
up a small literary journal with a number of other writers and became an author in his own right. His work covers a broad spectrum 
from picture books and fairy tales for preschoolers to novel-length stories for older boys. He received the Shogakukan Children’s 
Publication Culture Award for Hanbun chōdai (Give Me Half) in 1975; the Japan Picture Book Awards Grand Prize for Matsuge no 
umi no hikōsen (Airship in the Eyelash Sea) in 1983; the Noma Prize for Children’s Literature and the JAWC Award for Kamome no 
ie (Seagull House) in 1992; and the Robo-no-Ishi Literary Award for the same work in 1993. He is one of the most highly respected 
of Japan’s writers for children. He is also the Japanese translator for the Barbapapa series by Annette Tison and Talus Taylor. In 2004 
he was decorated with Japan’s Medal with Purple Ribbon. 

Ken Kuroi (1947–) was born in Niigata Prefecture and graduated from the Niigata University Faculty of Education with a degree in 
art. He worked as a children’s book editor with a major publisher before turning freelance as an illustrator. In 1983 he was awarded 
the Sanrio Art Prize for a series of illustrations he produced for the magazine Shi to meruhen (Poems and Märchen). Picture books he 
has illustrated include Gon the Fox and Buying Mittens by Nankichi Niimi; Okāsan no me (Mother’s Eyes) and Amanomachi Yanagi-
dōri (Willow Street in Amano) by Kimiko Aman; and Yoru no fune (Night Boat) by Haruo Yamashita. He has also published many art 
collections, including Mishishippi (Mississippi), Monoraru (Monaural), and Kumo no shingō (Cloud Signals). 
www.kenoffice.jp/index.html

After supper, Papa goes out onto the upstairs balcony to smoke. He’s still out 
there in the dark when a small earthquake hits, and little Misaki takes a pen-
light with her to check on him. She discovers that he has gone up the ladder to 
the roof and climbs up after him. Sitting there with him, she can see over the 
nearby houses to the ocean, and to the lighthouse blinking on and off at the tip 
of a headland jutting out in the distance. Papa tells her that the blinking light is 
a signal, and the lighthouse is inviting them to come and visit on the night boat. 
When he uses Misaki’s penlight to signal back, the light grows more intense, 
stretches a beam out in their direction, and the next thing she knows Papa has 
transformed into a night boat that Misaki is riding along a path of light through 
the dark sky.

The lighthouse tells them that this is the night of the Lighthouse Olympics, and 
together they go to a shallows on the distant horizon where the games are to be 
held. On the way they see countless other lighthouses converging on the desig-
nated spot. The opening ceremony kicks off with a torch relay followed by 
mass calisthenics, and then the competitions begin—the light throw (like the 
javelin), the broad jump, wrestling, relay races. Joining in the final race, 
Misaki’s night boat crosses the finish line side-by-side with a small, bobbing 
beacon. At the closing ceremony, the lighthouses sing together, and, as fog 
rolls in, sound their foghorns to one another in farewell.

Back on the roof, the night boat turns back into Papa. Misaki remarks that the 
lighthouses are a little like lonesome dinosaurs, bellowing for their friends far 
away. Papa laughs, and just then Mama calls up the ladder wondering where 
they’ve gone.

The warmth of the bond between father and daughter comes through clearly, 
and there is a lyrical, dreamy quality to the artwork and the description of the 
lighthouse games. The nighttime seascapes evoke a gentle sense of pathos that 
lingers after the last page is turned.



Baby Books 

8 9

Picture BooksPicture Books

The Puppet Family Moves Away
Text by Mutsumi Ishii
Illus. by Kuniko Nagasaki

Ages 5+

260 x 220 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591117293

Rights sold:

Mutsumi Ishii (1957–) won the Niimi Nankichi Children’s Literary Award in 1990 for her short-story collection Gogatsu no hajime, 
Nichiyōbi no asa (A Sunday Morning in Early May), and the Asahi Award for New Writers in 2003 for the novel Pasukaru no koi 
(Pascal’s Love), published under her pen name Ren Komai. Sara to kami hikōki (Plates and Paper Airplanes) won the 2011 JAWC 
Award. She has also translated many picture books, receiving the Sankei Children’s Book Award in 2006 for her translation of Sarah 
McMenemy’s book Jack’s New Boat. Her works appeal to a broad audience ranging from preschoolers, such as her Little Violet series, 
to young adults, particularly young women. Some of her stories, such as Shiroi tsuki kiiroi tsuki (White Moon Yellow Moon), have a 
surrealistic tinge reminiscent of Haruki Murakami. 

Kuniko Nagasaki (1970–)  is a native of Tokyo. Since graduating from Tama Art University’s Department of Textile Design she has 
worked as a freelance illustrator of magazines, books, and advertising. In addition to illustrating such works as Kanemochi tō-san 
binbō tō-san (Rich Daddy, Poor Daddy) and Chiizu wa doko ni kieta?(Where’d the Cheese Go?), she has published collections of her 
pictures, including Nagasaki Kuniko no shishū no hon (Kuniko Nagasaki’s Embroidery Book) and Daydream Nation. She has also il-
lustrated many picture books, among them Panda no Ponpon(Ponpon the Panda) and Shōto torippu(A Short Trip). She is known for her 
bold compositions and charming characters. Her style makes ample use of her design skills, and her work in various genres is highly 
regarded. 

A little girl loves playing with her finger puppets—a family that includes a fa-
ther, mother, sisters Ayu and Ami, and their pet dog. Yesterday she played only 
with Ami because the others were missing, and today even Ami is gone. When 
she goes to tell her mother in the kitchen, her mother suggests she clean her 
room, saying, “I bet you’ll find Ami and the rest of her family when you do.”

While she was playing yesterday, the girl pretended that a blue sash that goes 
with one of her dresses was a river, the jumbled pile of clothes on the other 
side of the sash was the woods, and the wardrobe beyond the pile of clothes 
was the mountains. Recalling that she took Ami with her into the woods, she 
begins digging through the sweaters and skirts and such, tossing them aside 
one after the other as she tries to find her lost puppet. But the only thing she 
finds besides clothes is her brother’s red train car. She then learns that her 
brother is missing a blue train car as well.

The room now looks as if it’s been hit by a storm, with clothes scattered every-
where and the puppets’ little table and chairs knocked over. The girl decides to 
search in the mountains next, but Ami doesn’t turn up in the wardrobe either. 
She finally calls Ami’s name as loud as she can, and thinks she hears Ami an-
swering, but she can’t figure out where the voice is coming from.

Later that evening, when the girl is eating her dinner, the finger puppets have 
also sat down to eat at a small table in the attic above the girl’s room. Because 
the little girl’s room was constantly getting hit by storms, they had decided to 
move away. They rode her brother’s blue train up to the attic, where they are 
now nicely settled in. Ami loves to play with the little girl, but her parents say 
that might not be possible until the girl grows up a bit more and learns how to 
keep her room neat.

It’s a fanciful and humorous story about a girl who doesn’t like to tidy her 
room and who slips easily back and forth between her pretend world and the 
real world. The brightly colored artwork portrays these two worlds in seamless 
harmony.

Pola, the Abandoned Cat
Kayoko Furiya 

Ages 5+

230 x 230 mm

40 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591111680

Rights sold: China

Kayoko Furiya (1946-) was born in Yamaguchi Prefecture and graduated from the Oita Prefectural College of Arts and 
Culture with a degree in oil painting. Among her best-known picture-book titles are Bāchan mama no natsu-yasumi 
(Summer with Grandma), Obāchan no shima de (On Grandma’s Island), and Ōdorobō Kuma-san (The Thieving Mr. Bear). 
She also provides illustrations for the Futago no mahōtsukai (The Twin Wizards) series and the Kaze no oka no Rurū (The 
Little Witch of Windswept Hill; story by Saki Murayama) series. 

Some strange men take Pola the cat to the woods and leave him there 
after Gramps, his owner, dies. He spends a long uneasy night alone in 
the dark woods. The next morning he meets Tiny, a dog abandoned by 
his owners when he grew too big for the apartment house where they 
lived. Tiny begins teaching Pola about life in the wild. But after being 
doted on by Gramps all his life, Pola has a hard time dealing with the 
foraged food on offer, and he takes to his heels with a Yikes! when Tiny 
brings him a lizard to eat.

After another difficult night, Pola starts looking for bugs and berries 
and nuts he can eat—as Tiny had tried to teach him. In the days that 
follow he becomes more daring, and one day he decides to try to catch 
a fish in the stream, only to end up falling in the water. Tiny happens to 
be nearby and saves him from drowning, and after that the two strays 
deepen their friendship.

Summer turns to fall, and then winter comes. One morning after it has 
snowed, Tiny realizes that Pola will never be able to survive a winter in 
the wild. He shows Pola the way back to town so he can find someone 
else like Gramps to take care of him. They say goodbye at the edge of 
the woods overlooking the town. Pola wants Tiny to come with him, 
but Tiny says no one has any use for an old dog like him, so he is better 
off in the woods. That night, Tiny gazes up at Polaris, Pola’s namesake 
star, and wishes him a happy life.

The story depicts both the beauty and the harshness of nature as it fo-
cuses on the plight of pets who have been abandoned by uncaring hu-
mans.
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Gonsa the Cat 
Kinji Ishikura

Age 6+

230 x 230 mm

35 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591104606

Rights sold: China

Kinji Ishikura (1935-) was born in Ehime Prefecture and graduated from the Department of Crafts at the Tokyo University of 
the Arts. He worked as an industrial designer before launching a career as a picture-book author. He won the Sankei 
Children’s Book Art Award in 1980 for Tanabata mukashi (Tanabata Long Ago). In 1995 he received both a Japan Picture 
Book Award and the Kenbuchi Picture Book Grand Prize for Obāchan ga iru to ii noni na (I Wish Grandma Were Here; story 
by Motoko Matsuda). Among the many other picture books he has created or collaborated on are Umi o watatta orizuru (The 
Folded Cranes That Crossed the Sea), Hi no ame, kōri no ame: Kamui yukara, Ainu no kamisama ga hanashita koto (Rain of 
Fire, Rain of Ice: An Ainu Epic), and Sora yuku fune (Boats in the Sky). 

The story is told from the point of view of Gonsa, a cat living with an 
old man whose advancing dementia requires him to move into an elder-
care facility. On the day of the move, a neighbor woman comes to take 
Gonsa home with her. She roasts a piece of fish for him, but Gonsa is 
feeling sad and can only finish half of it. It doesn’t help his mood when 
she declares that she’s going to call him “Fuku-chan” from now on in-
stead of Gonsa. As the days go by, in spite of his new owner’s solici-
tude, he can’t help dwelling on all the things he remembers about his 
longtime master and how much he misses him.

When his friend Gāgo the crow gives him directions to the facility 
where the old man went, Gonsa makes his way there and finds Gāgo 
waiting for him. Through the window, they see the man seated at a long 
table, eating and talking cheerfully with his fellow residents. Gāgo calls 
to him, and he turns their way with a smile that shows no recognition. 
Gonsa is shocked to realize that his former owner has forgotten him, 
but he also senses that he is happy where he is. Gāgo flies off into the 
sunset, and as Gonsa starts for home he looks back over his shoulder 
and promises to come again. He imagines his new owner will be out 
looking for him, and he doesn’t mind so much anymore that she will be 
calling out “Fuku-chan! Fuku-chan!” as she searches.

Through the eyes of a cat, the story gently focuses on the inevitable twi-
light of life, and on what it can mean when loved ones succumb to the 
changes that brings.

Little Kitty Lette
Natsuko Ichikawa

Ages 5+

230 x 230 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591103029

Rights sold: China

Lette the kitten belongs to a postal carrier who lives in a third-floor 
apartment. The little kitty’s favorite spot to rest when the mailman is 
away is in an old mail-carrier’s bag that now hangs unused. It’s warm 
inside, and Lette likes the way it rocks.

One day when Lette is snoozing, a honeybee buzzes by. The kitty leaps 
from the bag to give chase, rushing out onto the balcony, jumping from 
railing to railing down to the ground, and continuing the pursuit along 
the street. The bee leads Lette to the nearby school, where it disappears 
among some flowers. Then Lette sees some birds in a tree on the school 
grounds and decides to climb after them. The birds fly away, but Lette 
likes it up in the tree where the view is nice and the murmur of school-
children’s voices from below is soothing. Before long Lette has nodded 
off to sleep.

Suddenly there is thunder and a heavy rain begins to fall. Terrified, 
Lette clings to the branch and meows in distress. Then a little girl 
named Bell from Lette’s apartment building recognizes the forlorn kitty. 
She was on the playground for gym class when the rain started. Bell’s 
teacher climbs the tree to rescue Lette.

Teacher and children take the sodden Lette back to their classroom to 
dry out. Since gym was rained out, they have art class instead, and ev-
eryone paints a picture of the kitty. The children give Lette milk at 
lunch, and the rest of the school day seems to go by in a flash. When 
school is over, Bell takes the kitty home. Since the mailman hasn’t re-
turned yet, she posts a note on his door to let him know Lette is with 
her. When the mailman gets back, he is surprised to learn about Lette’s 
unexpected adventure. He thanks Bell, and back in the third-floor apart-
ment, Lette snuggles as usual into the old mail-carrier’s bag and falls 
fast asleep.

Scenes from the daylong adventure of a slightly mischievous little kit-
ten are portrayed in soft lines and glowing colors. The constantly 
changing surroundings as Lette hurries through town to the school 
gives readers the sense that they are on an adventure, too.

Natsuko Ichikawa (1974–) was born in Chiba Prefecture and graduated from Joshibi University of Art and Design. After col-
lege she worked for a photoengraving company and a bakery to pay the bills, but set her sights on becoming a picture-book 
author. Her publishing debut came in 2002 with Ryukku no o-shigoto (Lyuku’s Jobs), a story based on a composite of her 
own two dogs. Being an animal lover, most of her works are about animals, including the picture books Koguma no Mimo no 
jamuya-san (Little Bear Mimo Helps Nanna in Her Jam Shop) and O-tsuki-mi pikunikku (Moon-Viewing Picnic). Ichikawa is 
also an illustrator of many children’s books, including the Kukkī no ōsama (King Cookie) series by Fumiko Takeshita. 
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The 36th Parallel North 
Yutaka Kobayashi

Ages 5+

245 x 260 mm

40 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591061497

Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Yutaka Kobayashi (1946–) is a Nihonga artist and picture-book creator. He decided to become an artist while studying in 
England after graduating from Rikkyo University. In 1979, his very first submission was accepted for the Japan Fine Arts 
Exhibition (Nitten), and in 1983 he received a Special Excellence Award in the Ueno Royal Museum Grand Prize 
Exhibition. He is a frequent visitor to the Islamic countries of Asia and the Middle East, and treats subjects taken from those 
visits in his paintings and picture books. His Kuraudeia no inori (Claudia’s Prayer; text by Yasuko Murao) received the 
Japan Picture Book Awards Readers’ Prize in 2008. Sekai ichi utsukushii boku no mura (The Most Beautiful Village in the 
World) and Boku wa otōto to aruita (I Walked with My Little Brother), which portrays two children seeking refuge from 
fighting in wartime, have been selected for inclusion in elementary school textbooks. These and other stories told through 
the eyes of children from other cultures have received wide acclaim. 

Starting in Tokyo, a large mysterious bird leads two young boys around 
the world on a journey that traces the 36th parallel, encountering differ-
ent cultures along the way.

The story begins as a great white bird appears “from within the realm of 
time” and takes wing into the sky. It is 7:30 in the evening, and two 
boys on bicycles in Tokyo’s Shinjuku district spot the bird as it flies by, 
headed west. They pedal after it and begin an imaginary journey, taking 
the reader along with them. The bird leads them across the ocean to the 
port of Pusan in Korea, and then on to the wider Asian continent, where 
the boys wheel their bicycles along a street in Xi’an, China, colored by 
the sunset. Continuing westward, they see nomads in the Pamir 
Mountains, then a family crossing the desert in a camel caravan, and 
soon arrive in a beautiful Middle Eastern village surrounded by lush fo-
liage. Next comes a war-torn town followed by a refugee camp. 
Skirting south of Europe, the bird flies on across the oceans and ulti-
mately back to Tokyo.

The story introduces young readers to the notion of how different life 
might be for others who live along the same 36th parallel where so 
many Japanese live. With the time in each location shown at the lower 
right of the page, readers also get a sense of the immense scale of the 
globe as they cross one time zone after another. The white bird flies 
ever onward, oblivious to any lines humans may have drawn on the 
Earth, showing that all people everywhere are connected across borders 
and time.

The story is set in the Afghan village of Paghman, home of Yamo, the 
young boy protagonist and narrator. It’s a place surrounded by the 
bounty of nature: fruit trees burst into bloom in the spring, and in the 
summer Yamo’s whole family joins in harvesting apricots, plums, and 
cherries, breaking into song as they pick.

This year, for the first time, Yamo goes along when his father takes their 
harvest to the market in town. He is filling in for his older brother, who 
is off fighting in the war. After they have sold their fruit, his father uses 
the income to buy a lamb.

Author Yutaka Kobayashi’s artwork portrays the village, the market, a 
simple eatery, a mosque—people going about their daily lives—all with 
great warmth and care. Readers can genuinely feel the deep love of the 
family, enjoy the breathtaking beauty of the landscape, and experience 
the fullness of the villagers’ lives. Then, on the final page we are 
stunned to learn: “This winter, my village was destroyed by the war, 
and now it’s all gone.” This shocking statement registers keenly, 
prompting the young reader to think in real terms about the meaning of 
war and its impact.

Kobayashi based the story on his first-hand experiences during a visit to 
war-torn Afghanistan. Paghman is modeled on a small village that wel-
comed him warmly into its midst; its characters are based on people he 
met who were carrying on with great determination in spite of the hard-
ships. Thanks to being selected for inclusion in elementary school text-
books, the story has been read by countless Japanese schoolchildren. 
Kobayashi has subsequently written two additional stories about Yamo 
and his village: Boku no mura ni sakasu ga kita (The Circus Comes to 
the Village), and Sekai-ichi utsukushii mura e kaeru (Returning to the 
Most Beautiful Village in the World). (Yumiko Sakuma)

The Most Beautiful Village in the World
Yutaka Kobayashi 

Yutaka Kobayashi  (1946–) is a Nihonga artist and picture-book creator. He decided to become an artist while studying in 
England after graduating from Rikkyo University. In 1979, his very first submission was accepted for the Japan Fine Arts 
Exhibition (Nitten), and in 1983 he received a Special Excellence Award in the Ueno Royal Museum Grand Prize 
Exhibition. He is a frequent visitor to the Islamic countries of Asia and the Middle East, and treats subjects taken from those 
visits in his paintings and picture books. His Kuraudeia no inori (Claudia’s Prayer; text by Yasuko Murao) received the 
Japan Picture Book Awards Readers’ Prize in 2008. Sekai ichi utsukushii boku no mura (The Most Beautiful Village in the 
World) and Boku wa otōto to aruita (I Walked with My Little Brother), which portrays two children seeking refuge from 
fighting in wartime, have been selected for inclusion in elementary school textbooks. These and other stories told through 
the eyes of children from other cultures have received wide acclaim. 

Ages 6+

220 x 285 mm

41 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591041901

Rights sold: China, Korea and 

Taiwan
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Bambi and the Songbird
Kumiko Higami

Ages 8+

280 x 200 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591152195

Rights sold:

Kumiko Higami (1963-) was born in Tokyo and graduated from Kwansei Gakuin University with a degree in German liter-
ature and linguistics. Her creative activities include paintings, book covers, package design, picture books, art collections, 
and collaborations on poetry and postcard collections. Among the many titles she has worked on are Chokorēto hime 
(Princess Chocolate; story by Izumi Motoshita), Hamaguri no sōshi (The Story of the Clam Princess; story by Osamu 
Hashimoto), and the story collection Otogi-banashi no wasuremono (Lost Property Fairy Tales; stories by Yōko Ogawa). 

People call her Bambi because she wears a deerskin skirt given to her 
by her grandmother, who had received it from her husband. And since 
Bambi started wearing the skirt, a pretty white songbird has been com-
ing to her and taking her places—to beautiful flower gardens in the 
spring; to gaze at the twinkling stars on a summer night; to wander a 
fragrant forest in the autumn. Everywhere they go, the bird seems to be 
searching for someone. 
One winter afternoon the bird takes Bambi to a lake in the woods, fro-
zen over like a sheet of glass. Bambi is having fun skating about on the 
ice when a deer approaches. With the white bird fluttering nearby, the 
majestic buck tugs familiarly at Bambi’s skirt. “I’ve been looking for 
you everywhere,” he says. “Ever since White Bird told me you’d been 
shot by a hunter.” The deerskin of Bambi’s skirt came from the doe that 
used to be the buck’s mate, and the bird was their friend.

The buck leads Bambi to a cave deep in the woods, where she falls into 
a peaceful sleep next to him. In her dreams, she becomes a doe and 
roves the woods with the buck and the bird. When she awakes, her 
companions are gone. She weeps in sadness as she realizes that they 
have departed for another world and she will never see them again.

The beautiful landscapes through which Bambi and the white bird roam 
rise vividly from the pages to transport readers into a dreamlike world. 
It is a story reminiscent of a Grimm’s fairy tale that can be enjoyed by 
young and old alike.

Wolf Mimic
Tatsuya Miyanishi

Wolf loves to mimic other animals. He sees a turtle and improvises a 
rounded shell on his back; he sees a bat and dangles curtains from his 
arms for wings; sees a panda and marks himself with white paint to 
match its markings. Next he disguises himself as a snake, followed by a 
tiny mouse, and then he sees a massive dinosaur. Because of its size, 
the dinosaur presents a special challenge, but Wolf cleverly mimics sev-
eral of the bony plates on its back.

The solid black wolf is shown mostly against a plain white background, 
with a simple splash of color here and there to highlight his tricks. The 
bold effect helps each element of the artwork stand out clearly even for 
the youngest eyes—except when the Wolf mimics the dinosaur in such 
a way as to make him hard to find. In addition to the humorous illustra-
tions, text punctuated with the kind of rhythmical words little ones love 
to repeat makes it an excellent choice for read-aloud fun.

Ages 3+

190 x 185 mm

25 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591152553

Rights sold: China

Tatsuya Miyanishi (1956–) graduated from the Nihon University College of Art, and worked as a doll artist and graphic de-
signer before becoming a picture-book author. His works for children include storybooks as well as kamishibai pic-
ture-panel stories, and he is also active as an essayist. His distinctive use of bright colors and endearingly drawn characters, 
together with his signature themes of friendship and family love, have earned him a passionate fan base. A series with 13 ti-
tles to date featuring a tyrannosaur has been particularly popular. He won the 1999 Kodansha Award for Picture Books for 
Kyō wa nante un ga iin darō (It’s My Lucky Day!), the 2007 Japan Picture Book Awards Readers’ Prize for Fushigi na 
kyandīya-san (The Marvelous Candy Store), and the 2010 Kenbuchi Picture Book Grand Prize for Chū-chū (Squeak 
Squeak). His other works include Oppai (Breasts), Nyāgo (Meowga), Otōsan wa Urutoraman (My Daddy Is Ultraman), and 
Omae, umasō da na (Oh, Yummy!). 
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Kuri the Hamster Picture Books Series:
Kuri and the Sunflower Seeds

Kaya Doi

Ages 3+

190 x 190 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591150603 (Vol.1)

Rights sold: China

This is a series of picture books featuring a cute little hamster girl named 
Kuri who likes to cook.

In Kuri-chan to himawari no tane (Kuri and the Sunflower Seeds), Kuri 
grows some sunflowers because their seeds are one of her favorite foods. 
When the seeds are ready, she asks her friends to help her harvest them. 
Afterwards she bakes a great big sunflower-seed cake, and they have a 
rousing party.

In Kuri-chan to Pī to Nā to Tsū (Kuri and Her Cousins), Kuri’s three little 
cousins come to play, and by the time she’s read to them, drawn pictures 
with them, and played tag with them, she’s all worn out. But then they 
give her a wonderful massage, and they eat the food and snacks she pre-
pares for them with such obvious delight that it seems completely worth it 
and she feels happy.

In Kuri-chan to Ēme-san no tomato (Kuri and Her Neighbors’ Tomatoes), 
the goat couple living next door, who are master gardeners, end up with 
more tomatoes than they know what to do with. Kuri ponders the toma-
toes for a while and then recruits some friends to help her cook up a storm 
of tomato dishes—tomato chips, tomato cookies, tomato cupcakes, to-
mato pie, tomato candy, tomato yogurt, chocolate tomatoes, and so forth. 
Mr. and Mrs. Goat are delighted.

Growing plants, making good food, sharing it with friends—Kuri’s days 
are filled with excitement and pleasure. The meticulously drawn, warm-
toned artwork rendered in colored pencil seems to exude the bounty and 
joy of her life from corner to corner. The reissue of these three titles origi-
nally published from 2004 
to 2006 gives many readers 
their first opportunity to ex-
perience the charm of pop-
ular picture-book author 
Kaya Doi’s early work.

Kaya Doi (1969–)was born in Tokyo and graduated with a degree in design from Tokyo Zōkei University. She got her start with picture 
books by attending the Atosaki Juku workshop conducted by editor Akifumi Doi and others under the auspices of Tom’s Box, a Tokyo 
bookshop specializing in picture books. Her first published work was Chippu to Choko no odekake (Chip and Choc Go Out) in 1996. 
Since then she has produced numerous picture books featuring her softly styled, color-pencil drawings, including Pan-chan no osanpo 
(Panda Takes a Walk), Itazura koyōte Kyū (Naughty Coyote Q), Mikeneko Kyarako (Calico Cat Cally), Koneko Pokarina (Kitty 
Pokarina), Karon to Koron—haru natsu aki fuyu yottsu no ohanashi (Carrie and Corrie—Four Tales of Spring, Summer, Fall, and 
Winter), and Neko no kāsan no asagohan (Mama Cat Makes Breakfast). She has also authored a number of storybooks. She now lives 
in Chiba Prefecture and maintains a strong interest in environmental and animal welfare issues; following the Great East Japan 
Earthquake of March 2011 she was active in recovery and shelter efforts for abandoned pets.

Kuri and Her Cousins

Kuri and Her Neighbors’ Tomatoes

Shinsaku Fujita (1956–) was born in Shizuoka Prefecture and graduated from Musashino Art University with a degree in vi-
sual communication design. He has established himself as one of Japan’s most popular and talented cover illustrators, with 
several thousand books to his credit, including numerous titles by such best-selling authors as Stephen King and Miyuki 
Miyabe as well as multivolume collections like Rampo Edogawa’s Shintei shōnen tantei: Edogawa Rampo (The New and 
Revised Boy Detectives: Rampo Edogawa; 26 vols.) and Maurice Leblanc’s Shintei shirīzu kaitō Rupan (The New and 
Revised Gentleman Burglar Lupan Series; 20 vols.). Fujita made his debut as a picture-book author in 2009 with Chiisana 
machi (The Small Town). 

The Small Town
Shinsaku Fujita

In a little town a little girl is sunning herself on the stoop in front of her 
house when her older brother comes to invite her on a walk. They start 
out hand in hand, going to their left. As they proceed, the edge of the 
walk to their right abuts on water, which brilliantly mirrors the figures 
of the two little children as well as the distinctively detailed houses be-
hind them as they pass. They meet a man who is fishing and watch 
rings spread out on the placid water when he jiggles his bobber. They 
watch golden leaves falling on the water and creating ripples every 
which way. They see a duck gliding gently along the surface leaving a 
faint wake.

As they enjoy the sights along the water’s edge, the sky begins to grow 
dark. Then rain starts to fall, peppering the water with countless small 
rings. The little girl is getting worried, but the boy hurries her onward, 
and soon they see their house come into view. When they reach the 
door, their mother welcomes them home. Before long, the rain turns to 
snow. The perspective that began to zoom out at the point where the 
children hastened their steps now shows the entire town blanketed in a 
soft layer of white: the buildings are arranged in a perfect circle, all fac-
ing out onto the water. Inside the house the children’s mother brings out 
a round cake that seems to imitate the shape of the town—with five 
candles burning on top. Today is the little girl’s birthday—another year 
has passed.

Through his utterly simple story and colorful, meticulously detailed art-
work, author Shinsaku Fujita has captured the subtle beauties of an or-
dinary day across the seasons in a way that is sure to resonate with 
readers of all ages.

Ages 5+

245 x 190 mm

31 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4882642466

Rights sold: China and France
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195 x 270 mm

33 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4882642480

Rights sold: China
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Hiiragi Nonaka, born in 1964, writes more than 20 novels, as well as picture books.

Keiko Matsumoto studied illustration in New York City. She draws illustrations mainly for book jackets and posters. 

A black and a white rabbit receive a letter that tells them a tree is bear-
ing a lot of apples. They excitedly run to the tree, as they do every year. 
With other rabbits, they pick a lot of apples and bake apple pies. With 
beautiful illustrations, the story depicts a precious time in everyday life 
and the beauty of a season.

Precious Red Apples
Text by  Hiiragi Nonaka
Illus. by Keiko Matsumoto

Bashful Bunny White 
Kaori Tajima

Ages 5+

245 x 215 mm

32 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591150245

Rights sold: Korea

Kaori Tajima was born in Tokyo and graduated from the Department of Visual Communication Design at Musashino Art 
University. After a stint as an in-house designer, she attended Atosaki Juku, a long-running workshop for aspiring pic-
ture-book authors, on her way to becoming a picture-book author and illustrator herself. Her published titles include Neige 
(Snow),the picture book and picture-panel story (kamishibai) published in France in 2013, and the picture books Obentō wa 
mama no otegami (Lunch Is a Message from Mama) and Papa wa mahō no kēkiya-san (My Papa’s a Cake Wizard). 

Little Bunny White arrives with her older sister and mother at 
Grandma’s house, to spend her summer vacation on the coast. But the 
shy bunny hides behind her mother when she sees her Grandma for the 
first time in so long, and at dinner she hides behind her again at the 
sight of all the strange seafood dishes on the table. Grandma runs a gen-
eral store filled with interesting things she’d like to see, but Bunny 
White hides behind the doorpost, unable to bring herself to enter. Then 
she sees a cardboard box with a hand-hole in it and upends it over her 
head: now she can stay hidden while she explores the store by looking 
out the hole. Grandma suggests it might be more comfortable if she 
cuts additional holes for her ears and arms, and when Bunny White puts 
the box back on after that, she’s now Bunny Robot. The littlegirl bun-
ny’s shyness gradually melts away as she adds more bells and whistles 
to the box to become Bunny Super Robot, then Bunny Super Robot 
Deluxe. With her shyness gone, she no longer hides when customers 
come, and she’s ready to enjoy all the differences of life on the coast—
learning the local dialect, names of fish, and so forth.
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Always Be Prepared Earthquake Notes: 
A Disaster Manual for Parent and Child 

Text by Jishin Itsumo Project    Illus. by   Bunpei Yorifuji

In Japan, earthquakes are not a question of if but when—which means it is es-
sential to always be prepared. The original Jishin itsumo nōto (Always Be 
Prepared Earthquake Notes), published in 2007, has sold more than 100,000 
copies. This is a new condensed version of the book designed expressly for 
parents to use in educating their children about disaster preparedness. Both 
editions were put together under the auspices of the Jishin Itsumo Project, 
which has been spreading the “not if but when” disaster-preparedness message 
both through printed works and on the Web (www.jishin-itsumo.com). The 
project’s Jishin itsumo nōto series of books began by giving voice to 167 vic-
tims of the Great Hanshin (Kobe) Earthquake of 1995, who described the ef-
fects of the quake as they personally experienced it, offering lessons learned as 
well as survival tips.

The book covers such basic questions as how earthquakes are caused, what it 
feels like when they occur, and what kind of damage they can cause. It then of-
fers preparedness advice on how to prevent or reduce damage when an earth-
quake strikes as well as what to do under various conditions after the shaking 
stops. The voices of people who experienced the earthquake are woven in 
throughout, remarking on such things as how they escaped harm, how well this 
or that safety measure worked, and so forth. With young readers in mind, the 
language is kept simple, and copious illustrations aid understanding as well. 
The emphasis is on measures children can themselves play a role in imple-
menting: e.g., “If you always carry a large handkerchief, it can be used as ei-
ther a mask or a bandage in an emergency” and “Families should plan ahead of 
time where they will meet up after a major quake.” At the end of the volume is 
an illustrated list of emergency items families should consider acquiring, in-
cluding suggestions for different purposes they can serve. Parents are urged to 
read the book together with their children and use it as a way to start conversa-
tions about what specific measures make the best sense for their family.

Tomohide Atsumi (1961–) was born in Osaka Prefecture. He is a professor in the Graduate School of Human Sciences at 
Osaka University. He lived in Nishinomiya (between Kobe and Osaka) at the time of the Great Hanshin (Kobe) Earthquake 
of 1995 and got involved in recovery activities as a volunteer. Since then he has continued to participate in disaster-related 
volunteer activities and research. His publications include Borantīa no chi (Volunteer Knowledge). 

Bunpei Yorifuji (1973–) is a graphic designer and illustrator born in Nagano Prefecture. He illustrates for Japan Tobacco’s 
“Adult Smoking Manners” ads as well as for other ad campaigns, and also designs book covers. His publications include 
Shini katarogu (The Catalog of Death) and Rakugaki masutā: Kaku koto ga tonoshiku naru e no kihon (Master of 
Imagination and Drawing). 

220 x 185 mm

47 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591125564

Rights sold: China and Korea

Kuma-Kuma Chan’s Travels
Kazue Takahashi

This is the third installment in the Kuma-Kuma Chan series, which has 
won a wide following in Japan, especially among women, and is now 
spreading its fan base elsewhere in Asia, Europe, and the United States 
through translations. The main character in the series is Kuma-Kuma, a 
cute and cuddly bear (kuma means “bear” in Japanese) who lives by 
himself in the mountains and likes to go on trips from time to time. The 
stories are narrated by his penpal, a city boy who doesn’t always under-
stand the things Kuma-Kuma relates in his letters. 

Kuma-Kuma flies off to a south sea isle to lie in the sun and drift into a 
lazy snooze . . . (turn page) . . . in his imagination. He climbs to the 
summit of a mountain to view the sunrise while drinking a fresh-
brewed cup of coffee . . . (turn page) . . . in the story that he is writing. 
He flies up into the sky like a bird and looks down on the earth below . . 
. (turn page) . . . in anticipation of which, he makes a point of getting to 
know birds better now. He travels back to before he was born to find 
out what kind of animal he was in a previous life . . . in his dreams. 
Instead of physically setting out for one place or another, he travels 
freely all over the world inside his head. But there are also days when 
he finds it impossible to travel even in this way, in which case he climbs 
up onto the roof and lies gazing up at the ever-changing clouds and 
passing birds all day long.

Kuma-Kuma writes down his travel accounts and sends them to his nar-
rator friend, but he scrawls them out in such a hurry that the boy has 
trouble reading the writing. The boy is left to imagine for himself where 
Kuma-Kuma is traveling and what transpires there. The story ends as 
he looks forward to the day when he will get to see Kuma-Kuma 
again—somewhere on his travels.

Kazue Takahashi (1971–) made her debut as a picture-book author with Kuma-Kuma Chan The Little Bear in 2001, and also 
works as an illustrator for other authors. Her picture books include Nyāko the Cat, The Squirrel Telephone System, Little 
Bear Sees In the New Year, and Rainy Day Bear. Titles she has illustrated include Tell Me a Story (text by Kyoko Hara) and 
Somebody’s Canvas Bag (story by Miyako Moriyama). www.kumanekonikki.jugem.jp 

175 x 135 mm

52 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591152966

Rights sold: Canada, China 

and The Unaitedstates
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The permafrost in polar regions melts. Less than ten percent of the 
world’s virgin forests remain. More than 100,000 baby seals drown due 
to global warming. Wild elephants scavenge for food in plastic garbage 
bags at the dump to stave off hunger . . . Human activity is causing en-
vironmental destruction all over the planet. As people everywhere grow 
increasingly concerned with global warming, climate change, mass ex-
tinctions, and other environmental problems, a long-time nature photog-
rapher documents the state of the destruction and offers up a prayer for 
regeneration.

Author Kōichi Fujiwara’s report on the breakdown of the Earth is pre-
sented in 11 chapters: “Land,” “Ocean,” “Antarctica,” “Arctic,” 
“Africa,” “Oceania,” “America,” “Eurasia,” “Japan,” “World Heritage,” 
and “Regeneration.” Powerfully beautiful photographs fill the pages, 
driving home the tragedy of the global environmental crisis. The book 
is also an ideal source for simply learning about the Earth and its char-
acteristics as well as the countless flora and fauna that make this planet 
their home.

A Visual Guide to Environmental Destruction: 
The Future of the Earth Is in Our Hands

Kōichi Fujiwara

Ages 12+

260 x 260 mm

255 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591151518

Rights sold:

Kōichi Fujiwara (1955-) was born in Akita Prefecture. He is a scientific journalist, photographer, and writer. After studying 
biology at universities and graduate schools in Japan and Australia, he established himself as a nature photographer docu-
menting the lives of wild animals and plants, with a particular focus on environmental destruction. His travels have taken 
him to both polar regions, Africa, tropical Asia, Oceania, and South America. He gives lectures about his work at schools 
and businesses across Japan. His major publications include Pengin gaidobukku (A Penguin Guidebook: Encyclopedia of 
Spheniscidae, 2002), Madagasukaru ga kowareru (Madagascar: Threats to Madagascar’s Biodiversity, 2010), Garapagosu ni 
ki o ueru (Planting Trees in the Galapagos, 2013), Zō no namida, hito no namida (Elephant Tears, Human Tears, 2015), and 
Pengin kazoku to osoroshii yama (The Penguin Family and the Terrifying Mountain, 2016). 
www.natures-planet.com

This is one of 12 volumes to date in the Bōken! Hakken! Dai-meiro! 
(Adventure! Discovery! Spectacular Mazes) series of books that call for read-
ers to solve mazes and hidden-picture puzzles as part of a fanciful story. The 
reader in effect becomes the hero who takes action and moves the story for-
ward, variously becoming a pirate, flying into outer space, searching for the 
Kingdom of Dinosaurs, becoming a wizard, entering an automobile race, and 
so forth. The cast of characters changes from volume to volume along with 
the worlds depicted, but characters from other volumes sometimes drop in as 
well, creating links between the stories that are understood only by those who 
have read the other books in the series. Each volume contains more than 20 
mazes and two to three hundred hidden pictures for the reader to find, and 
with plenty of additional puzzles as well, the books can easily keep a child en-
tertained for an entire day.

In this volume, the story is set at the Zardry Wizard Academy in the Kingdom 
of Magicalune. Aspiring wizards from around the kingdom come to the acad-
emy with their sights set on becoming one of the “Miracle Masters”—as wiz-
ards of the six elements are called in this world—to replace the five who were 
felled by the dark wizard Deathverado after he escaped from where he’d been 
locked away. As Deathverado causes repeated disturbances, eleven fledgling 
wizards and the hero (reader) are tasked with finding the “dark stones” that 
Deathverado has scattered about the kingdom—stones with the power to take 
possession of people and objects and control them. Peace will return to the 
land only when they have been recovered. They must battle with the Sky 
Giant, Red Dragon, Death Dragon, and others as they pursue their mission.

At the end of the volume are six pages of answer diagrams, laid out in an easy 
to understand format. Also included as a bonus are a variety of game cards, as 
well as information cards on the “manimals” in the story, which can be de-
tached from the book for additional fun play.

Adventure! Discovery! Spectacular Mazes: 
The Legend of Magicalune

Hiroaki Hara & Birthday 

Ages 6+

310 x 230 mm

35 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591126745

Rights sold: France

Hiroaki Hara & Birthday teams the creative group Birthday Co., Ltd. with its president Hiroaki Hara, who is a picture-book 
author in his own right. As a maker of video and trading-card games, Birthday is known for its creation of a variety of char-
acters and worlds. It developed the role-playing video game Daikaijū monogatari (The Great Shell Monsters) and produced 
the video game Cocoro no cocoron, among many others. In collaboration with Hiroaki Hara, the group has produced the 
role-playing picture books in the Bōken! Hakken! Dai-meiro (Adventure! Discovery! Spectacular Mazes) series, as well as 
the similarly conceived Kobito no mori no jūninin (Twelve Munchkins in the Forest). 
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Loves Her Pants
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Vol.2  Rides
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Ruby is a little munchkin who lives in the forest with Big Mama, who 
loves to cook, Little Papa, who’s good with his hands, and her nine little 
munchkin brothers and sisters. The munchkins are all happy-go-lucky 
scatterbrains who can’t seem to stop misplacing things. Today is the day 
of the picnic that Ruby has so eagerly been waiting for. On their way to 
Dandelion Hill, the munchkin family come upon a baby mouse being at-
tacked by a snake and rescue her. They deliver the baby mouse safely to 
her home and become friends with her family. The mice show them to a 
secret place by the lake. There they see mysterious round balls bubbling 
up to the surface, and watch them turn into fairies.

Below the story text on each page is a sidebar titled “Look for it! Find 
it!” with a variety of different tasks for the reader. For example, the 
reader is asked to find things that Ruby and her family have dropped or 
misplaced along the way (their picnic basket, some jam, a box of snacks, 
a baby bottle, etc.), to look for snails and ants hidden in the pictures, to 
find the names of the flowers, and to solve mazes.

At the end of the volume are six pages of answer diagrams laid out in an 
easy-to-understand format. Besides enjoying a cute and fanciful story, 
young readers can have lots of fun looking for the hidden pictures and 
solving the mazes.

Twelve Munchkins in the Forest
Hiroaki Hara & Birthday

Ages 6+

220 x 155 mm

35 pages

Hardcover

ISBN 978-4591144633

Rights sold: China

Hiroaki Hara & Birthday teams the creative group Birthday Co., Ltd. with its president Hiroaki Hara, who is a picture-book 
author in his own right. As a maker of video and trading-card games, Birthday is known for its creation of a variety of char-
acters and worlds. It developed the role-playing video game Daikaijū monogatari (The Great Shell Monsters) and produced 
the video game Cocoro no cocoron, among many others. In collaboration with Hiroaki Hara, the group has produced the 
role-playing picture books in the Bōken! Hakken! Dai-meiro (Adventure! Discovery! Spectacular Mazes) series, as well as 
the similarly conceived Kobito no mori no jūninin (Twelve Munchkins in the Forest). 

Elephant cooks up a huge omelet using lots of eggs. A delicious aroma wafts through the woods, and be-
fore long a tanuki racoon dog, a rabbit, some boars, and other animals have gathered round. They all dig 
into the giant omelet with relish. Because it got divided among so many animals, there’s only a little left 
for Elephant himself. But when he gets up the next morning and goes outside, he finds many baskets of 
eggs as well as fruit, vegetables, and other food sitting by his doorstep, left there by the animals to thank 
him for his generosity. He makes another great big omelet, and this time he eats it all by himself.

This series of board books by well-known picture-book.includes six individual volumes focusing 
on animals, conveyances, food, fruit and vegetables, everyday things, and the zoo.

This is the 13th volume in an interactive book series centering on a 
West Highland white terrier puppy named Parsley. Each book in the 
series has a special feature, such as flaps to be opened, holes in the 
pages, sound-making devices, or felt on the illustrations, to stimu-
late young readers’ eyes, ears, and sense of touch.

The Big Omelet
Text by Miyako Moriyama   Illus. by Iwao Fukuda

Baby’s Mini Picture Books Series
Koshiro Hata

Parsley’s Interactive Books Series
Miki Itō

210 x 190 mm /24 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591061596
Rights sold: Korea 

90 x 90 mm/30 pages/Boardbook/
ISBN 978-4591145715(Vol.1)
Rights sold:

90 x 90 mm/16 pages/Boardbook/ISBN 978-4591093535
Rights sold:



Baby Books 

26 27

Baby Books 

Who Is It?      
Text by  Yoshiaki Ushiro  Illus. by Yoshifumi Hasegawa

What is it? Where is it?

Here’s a book based on peekaboo, every baby’s favorite game 
to play. A cat covers up its face with its paws and asks, “Who 
is it?” The answer on the next page: “A cat! Meow, meow.” 
The second “Who is it?” is from a dog, and the third and last, 
an elephant. Short, rhythmical sentences and clearly delin-
eated pictures filled with fun and humor make this an excel-
lent play tool for babies to enjoy with their caretakers.

Guess Who?
Text by  Yoshio Nakae 
Illus. by Noriko Ueno

Greetings

Little Mouse is walking along 
when . . . Oops! he bumps into 
someone. Guess who? At first we 
can only see what Little Mouse 
sees looking up from his tiny point 
of view—just a part of the other 
animal’s head—before the picture 
pulls back on the next page to re-
veal the entire figure. Mouse keeps 
coming across one big animal after 
another in this way until he finally 
meets up with Nemi, the girl 
mouse who’s his best friend. 

“We’re just the same size! How 
wonderful,” he exclaims as the two 
touch noses in a heartwarming 
hello. Readers of all ages will have 
fun as they turn the pages and ask 
one another, “Guess who?”  

165 x 165 mm /20 pages/Boardbook/ISBN 978-4591120361
Rights sold: Korea

Pha-Pa-Ra-Pahhhh!
Hiroyuki Arai

Boom Ba-Boom Boom!

The story is simply Rappa the trum-
pet (rappa is the Japanese word for 

“horn”) and his animal friends com-
paring what they can do with their 
voices, but the result is a collection of 
amusing, rhythmical sounds that will 
have even the littlest listeners want-
ing to participate.
160 x 160 mm/28 pages/Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591141052
Rights sold:

This Is Round
Text by  Hirotaka Nakagawa
Illus. by  Tupera Tupera
170 x 170 mm 
32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591144978
Rights sold: 

Chomp!
Shinta Cho
170 x 180 mm /17 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591144688
Rights sold: China

Masks
Text by  Kotomi Wada
Illus. by Yoko Sasaki
190 x 120 mm /16 pages/Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591058206
Rights sold: China

Jump!
Tatshuhide Matsuoka

155 x 155 mm/36 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591064764
Rights sold: Argentina, China, France, Korea, New Zealand, Russia 
and Taiwan 

Here’s a book based on peekaboo, every baby’s favorite game to 
play. A cat covers up its face with its paws and asks, “Who is it?” 
The answer on the next page: “A cat! Meow, meow.” The second 
“Who is it?” is from a dog, and the third and last, an elephant. 
Short, rhythmical sentences and clearly delineated pictures filled 
with fun and humor make this an excellent play tool for babies to 
enjoy with their caretakers.

Whose Voice 
Is That?

Holes

160 x 160 mm 
20 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591139769
Rights sold: China

Which animal is hiding? The shape of an animal is punched out on each page. A dog, a cat, a 
lion and many more animals are hiding in this book. The Hide and Seek series is very popular 
in Japan, with sales totaling more than 1.75 million copies. Eleven titles have been published 
so far.

Hide and Seek Series
Koji Ishikawa

160 x 160 mm/32 pages/Boardbook/ISBN 978-4591092378
Rights sold: China, France, Korea and Taiwan

Smile Baby! Series
Koji Ishikawa
A baby smiles, and then a bear smiles. A baby is surprised, and then a 
lion is surprised. A baby and animals show various expressions in 
turn in this colorful picture book. The series has three titles: the first 
title introduces expressions, the second shows movements, and the 
third presents communication between a baby and a mother. 
140 x 140 mm/22 pages/Boardbook/ISBN 978-4591128473
Rights sold: Korea

Hello, Baby!

Mom, Let Me on!

I Was Just Minding My Own Business, When…
Taro Gomi

A boy is just minding his own business, 
not doing anything in particular, when a 
patch of green grass sprouts on his head. 
This is followed by a brick wall, a surge 
of waves, a ship, cooked noodles, and 
even Mount Fuji!—One nonsensical 
thing following the next. And while it’s 
all happening right there on top of his 
head, he shows no particular panic or 
surprise at these strange occurrences. 
Finally, a bright blue bowler hat appears, 
and it fits just right. The boy looks 
pleased as punch. Readers find them-
selves eagerly turning the pages, want-
ing to know what will come next in the 
utterly unpredictable sequence.

Let’s Play

Let’s Walk
Taro Gomi

Detach the boy and girl dolls from the 
cover and hold them by their sticks to 
have them walk across the pages as 
you make up your own stories to go 
along. The scenes show a green pas-
ture, a field of grass, a bridge, and so 
on, each with animal friends to join 
the two on their walk—a cow at the 
farm, a grasshopper in the field, and 
on the bridge an alligator! Brief sen-
tences expand the tale . . .

190 x 190 mm /25 pages
Novelty Book
ISBN 978-4591137314
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

160 x 160 mm /22 pages/Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591142783
Rights sold: China

I Was Just Daydreaming, 
When . . .

Animals’ PatternsVehicles, Ships & 
Airplanes

Toys Clothes Fruits

Insects Vegetables Sea AnimalsBirds Christmas Hallween
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The Little Boys’ Room

This is a book designed to help little 
girls learn how to use the bathroom. 
Some pages include interactive fea-
tures, such as toilet paper you can pull 
and toilet lids that lift up. Tips are pro-
vided for specific situations—how to 
wipe, how to handle a skirt, and so 
forth. With helpful advice for parents 
as well, such as when and how to 
prompt their little ones to head to the 
bathroom, it’s an ideal toilet training 
guide.
140 x 140 mm /20 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591140437
Rights sold: China ,Taiwan and 
Vietnam

The Little Girls’ Room 
Illus. by  Jinco
Editorial Supervision by Koto-ku Minamisuna Sakura Nursery School

The Puffy Series
Akinori Matsu
Puffy likes biscuits. He also likes yel-
low: a sunflower, an egg, and a yellow 
balloon. He likes hide-and-seek as well. 
Can you find him? And what he loves 
most is his mom! Children will love this 
cute character, Puffy, and it would be a 
perfect book for small children who just 
started reading picture books. 

165 x 165 mm/24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135686
Rights sold: China

Poko and Moko, the Lamb Twins 
Jun Ichihara

Poko and Moko are twin lambs. They look exactly alike, 
and they get along so well that they spend every minute of 
their day together. The use of fold-outs, cut-outs, and other 
special features adds an extra element of fun to discovering 
how the twins are different and yet get along so well—thus 
conveying the joy of getting to know a playmate’s unique 
personality.

190 x 190 mm/38 pages
Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591146736
Rights sold: Canada and the United States

What Do You Say ?
Text by　Minamisuna Sakura Nursery School
Illus. by　jinco

Mischief Book
Chiharu Sakazaki
This book has an interactive element 
that stimulates the child’s imagination 
and playfulness. Every page including 
the cover has a large square hole cut 
out of its middle; on the last page, a 
piece of sturdy fabric has been glued 
across it with two corner-to-corner 
slits cut into it to form an X. The idea.

Punch!

Squish! 

160 x 160 mm /10 pages/Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591141809
Rights sold: China

This book focuses on times of anticipation when baby animals 
or children are waiting for their mother to come, wondering 
anxiously, “How much longer? How much longer?”—and on 
those special moments that follow when she finally arrives. 
Depicted in the story are kittens, a baby koala, a baby sea lion, 
some ducklings, and a little girl, as they wait for their mother 
to come play with them or pick them up.

How Much Longer, How 
Much Longer?
Text by Fumiko Takeshita
Illus. by Michiko Egashira 

200 x 200 mm /27 pages/
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591149690
Rights sold: China

What do you like, Puffy? 

Let’s Play, Friends!

Let’s Play, Hide and Seek!

Brush Brush Your Teeth
Text by　Kayoko Ogura
Illus. by jinco

140 x 140 mm/20 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591146149
Rights sold: China and Vietnam

140 x 140 mm/20 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591148082
Rights sold: China and Vietnam

Who is Hiding ?
Satoru Onishi

Colorful cut-paper figures of 18 dif-
ferent animals line up on the first 
spread, each identified by its name: 
dog, tiger, hippopotamus, zebra, bear, 
reindeer, and so forth. From the next 
spread, the same animals are shown 
again, with one of them crying, angry, 
hiding, or standing with its back to 
the reader. 

At the top of the page is the simple 
question, “Who is crying/angry/hid-
ing/looking the other way/etc.?” Very 
young readers will enjoy the guessing 
game, searching for the animal 
prompted by each question.

245 x 215 mm/
32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591012574
Rights sold: Australia, 
China, France, 
Germany, Korea, New 
Zealand, Taiwan, the 
Netherlands, The 
United Kingdom, 
Poland, Russia and 
Vietnam

Long, Long Line
Tomoko Ohmura

When Frog joins the queue, he is the 
50th one in line. In front of him are 
Lizard and Mouse and Mole . . . and 
way up ahead at the front is Elephant. 
From Elephant to Frog, the animals 
are lined up in order of their size, 
large to small, all waiting for some-
thing to begin. 

230 x 230 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591110799
Rights sold: 
Australia,Canada,China, 
France,Germany,Italy,Korea, New 
Zealand, Poland, Russia, Spain, 
Sweden, Thailand, Taiwan, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, 
the United States and Vietnam

What’s the Hold-Up?

Let’s Make a Fruit Cake!
Shimako Okamura
Are you ready? Did you wash your 
hands? Now let’s make a fruit cake! 
First, spread fresh cream on a sponge 
cake. Then, put strawberries, kiwis, 
oranges and bananas. After decorat-
ing the cake, you have a deli-
cious-looking fruit cake! Children 
can enjoy making a cake by simply 
turning the pages. It’s a charming 
novelty book.
190 x 190 mm/24 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135921
Rights sold: ChinaLet’s Make a Sandwich!

Bow-Wow
Hideko Nagano

This “baby’s first book” includes an 
origami insert and instructions for 
folding a dog, which is most typically 
the first animal a baby gets to know. 
This adds a dimension of interplay 
between parent and child that helps 
draw the child into the world of the 
story, and the parent gets to share in 
the child’s excitement.
210 x 230 mm/24 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591103326
Rights sold: China

190 x 170 mm/24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591149140

190x 190 mm/29 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147474

Up! Up! 
Shinta Chō

Babies and toddlers 
love being picked up 
and held, and they 
know just how to let 
you know when they 
want “Up!” With 
bright-colored artwork 
and simple, rhythmical 
text, veteran children’s 
book author Shinta Cho 
has created a humorous 
and heartwarming pic-
ture book illustrating 
such scenes.
210 x 190 mm/20 pages/
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591085851
Rights sold: China and Korea

I Love You a Lot!
Mamoru Suzuki
When you feel lonely, come see me at any time. When 
you can’t sleep, I’ll sleep with you. When you are sad, 
I’ll hold you tightly. When you are in trouble, I’ll go 
help you. With gentle-touched illustrations, this 
long-selling picture book conveys warm feelings of lov-
ing and being loved. 

150 x  165 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591072325
Rights sold: Canada, China and the United States

Inside Something Round
Text by Machiko Fuji
Illus. by Maki Arai 

Happy Birthday

Meow Meow

Turtle Cam 
Kaori Moro

200 x 205 mm/31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591144336

Together with Mofumo
Text by   Suzune Sato
Illus. by Mon
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Watch Me, Mama 
Text by Nanami Madoka 
Illus. by Tatsuya Miyanishi

Shin says to his mother, “I can do it all 
by myself, Mama.” His mother asks, 

“What can you do all by yourself?” 
“Watch me, Mama. I’ll show you.” The 
boy takes off his pants, takes off his 
underwear, sets the adaptor ring on the 
toilet seat, gets up on the toilet, and 
pees, repeating at each step along the 
way, “Watch me, Mama!” Looking 
proud as can be that she watched him 
do it all by himself, he says, “Watch 
me tomorrow, too, Mama!”
195 x 175 mm/28 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591134443
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Kuu and Maa’s, Learning Books  
Koshiro Hata

This is the ninth volume in the Kū 
and Mā’s Learning Books series fea-
turing the twin bear cubs Kū, a boy, 
and Mā, a girl, in storylines that help 
small children learn colors, shapes, 
body parts, modes of transportation, 
types of stores, proper greetings, the 
names of foods and animals, kinds of 
weather, and so on.

What’s This Animal?  

200 x 195 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591148099
Rights sold: China and Vietnam

What’s on the Menu?What is this Shape? How Many Animals?Rin and Green 
Text by Hiroyuki Aihara 
Illus. by Nami Adachi
Rin is a red girl-apple, and Green is a 
green boy-apple. Born on the same 
day, they’ve become the best of pals, 
eating together, going for walks to-
gether, bathing together, napping to-
gether. They both like to lift heavy 
weights, and both love to get made up, 
primped, and dressed in fancy clothes. 
Since they also both have the same 
competitive streak, things can some-
times get a little crazy.
180 x 230 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591105757
Rights sold: China

Rin and Green 
Go on a Picnic

Rin and Green’s 
Restaurant

Daddy, Daddy!
Text by Hirotaka Nakagawa
Illus. by Yoshiko Misumi
230 x 200 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591139837
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Gorillas Galore
Nao Takabatake
200 x 195 mm/34 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591150559
Rights sold: China

The Fish That Couldn’t Swim 
Keiko Sena
185 x 245 mm /24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591145791
Rights sold: 

Muddy Mudkin
Hiroshi Ito
270 x 220 mm /24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591077696
Rights sold: China and Korea 

Kuri the Hamster Picture Books
Kaya Doi

This is a series of picture books fea-
turing a cute little hamster girl 
named Kuri who likes to cook.

In Kuri-chan to himawari no tane 
(Kuri and the Sunflower Seeds), 
Kuri grows some sunflowers because 
their seeds are one of her favorite 
foods. When the seeds are ready, she 
asks her friends to help her harvest 
them. Afterwards she bakes a great 
big sunflower-seed cake, and they 
have a rousing party.
190 x 190 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591150603
Rights sold: China

Kuri and Her 
Neighbors’ Tomatoes

Kuri and Her Cousins

Tomorrow I’ll...

Muddy Mudinsky and 
Springwater Boy

Nezumi-Kun the Little Mouse Series
Little Mouse’s Red Vest
Text by Yoshio Nakae
Illus. by Noriko Ueno

245 x 215 mm/32 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591004654
Rights sold: China, Korea, Italy, Romania, Spain, Taiwan and Vietnam

Little Mouse Wants to Eat Apples
Again! Little Mouse’s Red Vest
Little Mouse and his Best Friend
How much do You Weigh, Little Mouse?
Little Mouse’s Birthday
Once Again! Little Mouse’s Red Vest
Little Mouse Breaks a Glass
Little Mouse and Elephant
Little Mouse Plays on a Swing
Little Mouse and a Concert
Let’s Swap! Little Mouse’s Red Vest
Little Mouse and a Snowman
All Over Again! Little Mouse and Pancakes 

Little Mouse’s Christmas
Little Mouse’s Present
Little Mouse Plays Hide and Seek
Little Mouse Plays on a Seesaw
What do You Want to be, Little Mouse?
That’s Why! Little Mouse’s Red Vest
Little Mouse Goes to the Sea
What’s the Matter, Little Mouse?
Here is a Treat, Little Mouse
Little Mouse has Lied
Let it Rain! Let it Rain! 
Little Mouse wants to Transform!
The Really Little Mouse
Little Mouse and Monster

Let’s Go, Little Fire Truck!
Text by Kazuyo Toda
Illus. by Osamu Nishikawa
230 x 225mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN978-4591134054
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Animal Associations: Who Do You Think? 
Text by  Satoshin   Illus. by  Dolly

“I’m a mouse,” says a mouse. “I’m nimble and 
quick. And someone else is nimble and quick, too. 
Who, do you think?” The reader turns the page to 
find a squirrel. “A squirrel!” announces the mouse 
before dashing nimbly into the underbrush, and then 
the squirrel takes over. “I’m a squirrel,” he says. 

“I’m good at climbing trees. And someone else is 
good at climbing trees, too. Who, do you think?” 
On the next page appears a monkey and the same 
pattern is repeated. “I’m a monkey. I’m good with 
my hands,” says the monkey. “And someone else is 
good with his hands, too. Who, do you think?” The 
next page reveals a raccoon, and he is followed by a 
cat, a sea lion, a hippopotamus, and an elephant—
each associated by one shared characteristic with 
his predecessor and by another with his successor. 
In the cute and colorful artwork by Dolly, each of 
the animals is seen demonstrating their talents.

Animal Senryū: 
What Am I?
Text by  Satoshin
Illus. by  Dolly

285 x 220 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645559
Rights sold: 

Habu Jabu Jan!
Text by Yuko Masuda
Illus. by Jun Takabatake
230 x 200mm/30 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 9784882644194
Rights sold: China

Pappi Puppe Pon  
Text by Yoshiaki Ushiro
Illus. by Kaori Moro
275 x 220 mm/31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591140871
Rights sold: China

The Baby King
Nobumi
270 x 190 mm /24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882642312
Rights sold: 

Mix-and-Match Animal Fun! 
Text by  Satoshin
 Illus. by  Dolly
285 x 220 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645535
Rights sold: 

285 x 220 mm
32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645603
Rights sold: 
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The Bum Detective behaves like a perfect English gentleman, except that his face looks like a butt, 
and he blows farts from his face! He is very kind to ladies and likes tea and sweet-potato cakes. He 
often says, “This is the curious incident,” and solves the mystery. In this first title of the series, the 
Bum Detective tries to find a thief who stole all of the sweets at a shop. Young readers can enjoy 
labyrinths and quizzes as well as the story, which has them trying to figure out the truth together 
with the Bum Detective

The Bum Detective
Troll

270 x 210 mm /32 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591130902
Rights sold: China, France, Korea and Taiwan

The Bum Detective: 
Find the Rainbow-
Colored Diamond

The Bum Detective: 
The Little Police 
Chief ’s Big Problem

The Bum Detective: 
The Mystery of  
Missing Lunch

The Bum Detective: 
The Case of the 
Brazen Thief

The Bum Detective: 
The Mystery of  
Missing Lunch

Mr. Ruraru’s Yard
Hiroshi Ito
This volume belongs to a series of picture books featuring grouchy 
old Mr. Ruraru and his humorous interactions with animals.

Mr. Ruraru works hard to keep up his yard every day, and he is es-
pecially proud of his big green lawn. When anyone approaches it, 
he chases them off with a slingshot. One morning he finds a big log 
lying on the grass. Angered, he goes to give it a kick, but all of a 
sudden the log opens its big wide jaws: what had looked like a log 
is actually an alligator! Too scared to try to chase it away, Mr. 
Rururu just watches it for a while. To his surprise, the alligator 
beckons to him.
235 x 250 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591069424
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

208 x 200 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591149157

265 x 220 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591103340
Rights sold: China and 
Korea

Ribbit Goes Ribbit
Hiroshi Ito

Used to Be Children 
Text by Yoko Tomiyasu 
Illus. by Hiroshi It

Sakko and her family have just 
moved to a new home, and she can 
hardly wait to meet the little girl 
who lives next door. Unfortunately, 
the neighbors are out. As she ex-
plores the surroundings of her new 
home, she finds a place in the shrub-
bery where the branches of a tree 
form a roof overhead. “Wow, it’s 
like a little room in here,” she says. 
To her delight, at the foot of the tree 
she also finds a basket filled with a 
set of toy dishes for playing house.

The book glows with the excitement 
and joy of two little girls meeting 
each other for the first time.

My Room in the Fields
Akiko Miyakoshi

265 x 190 mm/32 pages/
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125311
Rights sold: China, Korea 
and Mexico

Rie left her jump rope at a park, so 
she and her little brother Ken go 
back to get it. They can’t find it, but 
then they hear someone’s laughter 
in the wind. Rie and Ken see ten lit-
tle foxes playing with a jump rope, 
but they keep getting their tails 
caught in it. Rie and Ken watch qui-
etly, but when the foxes spy them, 
they end up teaching the foxes how 
to skip rope the right way, and ev-
eryone has a good time.

My Jump Rope and the Little Foxes 
Text by Kimiko Aman
Illus. by Komako Sakai

230 x 230 mm/24 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591079539
Rights sold: China, 
France, Taiwan and the 
United States

Block Girl and Block Boy Series 
Koji Ishikawa

Block Girl and Block Boy go to a park 
together. When they swing a seesaw, a 
dog comes and says, “It’s mine.” When 
they go on a slide, the dog comes again 
and says, “It’s mine.” Block Girl and 
Block Boy decide to transform them-
selves into a big monster! The dog is sur-
prised and falls into a fountain pond. In 
order to help the dog, the two will turn 
themselves into… With colorful illustra-
tions, the book delivers a joyful story. 

The Little Boat’s Trip
Koji Ishikawa
The Little Boat lives in a tiny village. 
One day, a boy comes and says, “Can 
you carry this letter to my friend who 
moved to a city far away from here?” 
The Little Boat replies, “Yes!” and 
goes on a trip to a big seaport to de-
liver the letter. He meets Dolphin and 
goes by Whale Island on his way to 
the city where he’s never been. A story 
takes place in the beautiful ocean. 

260 x 220 mm /32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591124925
Rights sold: Korea

Block Girl and Block Boy 
Go to a Park

Block Boy Goes on a Trip

Professor Tree Frog : A Late-Night Concert 
Surprise
Tatsuhide Matsuoka

This is the first in Matsuoka’s Professor Tree Frog series. The companion titles to date are Oh No! Professor 
Tree Frog to the Rescue on Midori Pond, in which the professor hurries to help creatures left high and dry 
after an earthquake and scorching sunshine leave the pond with no water; Professor Tree Frog: Let’s Go Find 
Some Wild Berries to Eat!, in which the professor and a mouse family go to pick wild berries and use them to 
make yummy treats; and Professor Tree Frog’s Year in Pictures, in which the professor guides young readers 
through the cycle of the seasons, commenting on the creatures and plants that flourish in each.
240 x 240 mm /32 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591129241
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Settle the White and Black of It, 
Good Zebra 
Text by Ikuko Nagai 
Illus. by Junko Kusuhara

This story is built on the association between a zebra’s black and 
white stripes and the Japanese expression shirokuro o tsukeru, 
literally “determine white and black,” which idiomatically 
means to “settle a question once and for all.” The underlying 
concept is said to come from the game of go, where the superior 
player uses the white stones and the weaker player the black 
stones—so white means strong/correct/good/innocent and black 
means weak/wrong/bad/guilty.
262 x 215 mm/33 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4882645634
Rights sold:China and Taiwan

Yesterday’s Sun, Where Did You Go?
Text by  Kumiko Kun  Illus. by  Yoko Imoto
230 x 230 mm /33 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591092804
Rights sold: China and Korea

Can We Be Friends?
Tatsuhide Matsuoka

When I was a Dinosaur
Tatsuhide Matsuoka

230 x 230 mm /32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591098721
Rights sold: China, Korea, Taiwan and 
Vietnam

260 x 240 mm /32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591124956
Rights sold: Canada, Korea, Taiwan 
and the United States

The Elephant’s Trap
Jun Takabatake
230 x 230 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125335
Rights Sold: China, France, Korea and Taiwan

We Met Spring 
Text by  Kyōko Hara  Illus. by  Koshiro Hata
260 x 225 mm/35 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591097151
Rights sold: China, France, and Taiwan

The Spinach Is Weeping 
Text by  Minoru Kamata 
Illus. by Yoshifumi Hasegawa
260 x 235 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591139394
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

260 x 225 mm/33 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591103357
Rights sold: China and Russia
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Tyrannosaurus Series
Oh, Yummy!
Tatsuya Miyanishi
Long, long ago, as a volcano erupts with a great roar and the ground below quakes, a 
baby ankylosaur hatches from his egg. As the little ankylosaur begins wandering about all 
by himself, a big, bruising tyrannosaur comes along. “Oh, yummy! Eh heh heh heh heh,” 
he exclaims in delight, and is about to pounce when the baby ankylosaur cries out, 

“Daddy!” and grabs onto his leg. In surprise, the tyrannosaur realizes that the little one 
has misunderstood and thinks he was being called “Yummy” as a name.

265 x 215 mm /40 pages/Hardcover 
ISBN 978-4591076439 
Rights sold: Canada, China, France, Korea,Taiwan and the United States

Da-da-da-da Daddyman
Tatsuya Miyanish

The little boy who narrates this story in the first person idolizes 
Daddyman, the defender of justice. Daddyman is strong and 
cool and can defeat any monster. By comparison, Papa is defi-
nitely not cool, wearing holey socks and given to scratching his 
butt. If only Papa were more like Daddyman!

260 x 225 mm /33 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591086070
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Pen and Guin Go Fishing for Something Big
Tatsuya Miyanishi

The penguins Pen and Guin are the best of buddies. One day they 
decide to go fishing. “Wouldn’t it be great if we caught something 
really big?” they say. They dangle their lines through a hole in the 
ice, and soon Pen’s fishing rod starts bobbing up and down. “I got 
one!” he says, and pulls hard on his rod. Just as the fish’s head 
comes to the surface, his line breaks. “Rats! It was a big one, too,” 
he says with chagrin. “No, it wasn’t. It was little,” Guin puts in. 

“What’re you talking about? You just couldn’t see how big its 
belly was,” retorts Pen, as the illustration shifts to an underwater 
view showing a huge fish with only its tiny head peeking through 
the ice hole.

265 x215 mm /40 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591141434
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

The Dragon God’s Toothache
Toshitaka Sekiya
265 x 290 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591146156
Rights sold: 

The Pirate Falls in Love
Seizo Tashima
260 x 260 mm/40 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135037
Rights sold: Korea

My Thumb Speaks to Me!
Sanae Kuse
270 x 215 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591131961
Rights sold: China and Korea

Natchan and Grouchy Wolf
Text by  Nao Kousak
Illus. by Mako Taruishi
230 x 230 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591124291
Rights sold:

My Precious Friend Pako
Text by  Miyako Moriyama
Illus. by Gen Hirose
230 x 230 mm/31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591097731
Rights sold:
 

I Met Santa Claus!
Text by Kumiko Kun
Illus. by Michiko Tachimoto
230 x 230mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591083017
Rights sold: Taiwan

The Day a Giraffe Comes
Text by Kageki Shimoda
Illus. by Seigo Kijima
260 x 260 mm/40 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135037
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Polar Bear Post Office
Seigo Kijima
265 x 215 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591146637
Rights sold: Canada,China, France,
Taiwan and the United States

I am very Happy now
Text by Riki Ohsumi
Illus. by Yuki Ainoya
250 x 250mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591121924
Rights sold: Korea

Mr. More and Grandma Woody
Text by Machiko Fuji
Illus. by Yoko Koba
225 x 225 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591086834
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Sharing a Desk with Masuda
Miho Takeda
250 x 245 mm/28 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591039427
Rights sold: China, France, Korea and 
Taiwan

How are You Doing, Mom?
Text by Ryuji Goto
Illus. by Miho Takeda
230 x 230 mm/30 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-459092101
Rights sold: China, Korea, Taiwan and 
Vietnam



36 37

Picture BooksPicture Books Age 5+ Age 5+

Yours for Free
Keiko Hamada
230 x 230 mm /36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591140888
Rights sold: China, Korea and Vietnam

My Annoying Little Sister
Keiko Hamada
260 x 225 mm /32 pages 
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591088074
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Bicycles, Creak Creak
Text by Eiko Kadono
Illus. by Tomomi Shimada
280 x 220 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645641
Rights sold:

Little Friends
Text by Reiko Katayama
Illus. by Takako Kawakami
190 x 265 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645504
Rights sold: China

Ku-chan’s Pancake
Yuko Watanabe
265 x 220 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591151563
Rights sold:

A Great Big Ship
Shuhei Hasegawa
265 x 215 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591110812
Rights sold: Korea

Wayward Bear
Text by  Shoichi Nejime
Illus. by  Nao Takabatake
245 x 190 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882642473
Rights sold: Korea

Run to the Upper Side!
Text by Kazu Sashida
Illus. by Hideo Ito
230 x 280mm/44 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591132203
RIghts sold: Korea

Shiba Becomes a Deer
Text by Rika Fujiwara
Illus. by Reika Nakayama
305 x 220 mm /47 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591141069
Rights sold: 

Ring around a Hopsie
Yoshihiko Funazaki
220 mm x 190 mm/48 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645542
Rights sold: Korea

The Invisible Man Has Dinner 
Yasushi Tsukamoto
260 x 220 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147764
Rights sold: China, Korea
and Taiwan

I Say, You Say
Text by Wakiko Satō
Illus. by Eigoro Futamata 
225 x 250 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005187
Rights sold: China, France, Italy, Spain 
and Taiwan

Crisis at the Gas Plant
Katsuhiko Shigeri
260 x 220 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147801
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Thunder Kid Comes Tumbling Down
Katsuhiko Shigeri
260 x 220 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591118368
Rights sold: Korea

Thank You for Traveling with Us Today
Katsuhiko Shigeri
260 x 220 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591129777
Rights sold: China

Happy Al’s Upside-Down Day
Text by Toshiko Kanzawa
Illus. by Koshiro Hata
225 x 230 mm /31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135020
Rights sold: China

The Ants and the Watermelon
Shigeru Tamura
250 x 190mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591071540
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Bunny with Glasses
Keiko Sena
245 x 210 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591004692
Rights sold: China, France and the 
United States

Little Bunny Mashiro
Text by Tazu Sasaki
Illus. by Sekiya Miyoshi
245 x 215 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005309
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

The Big Table
Text by Miyako Moriyama
Illus. by Gen Hirose
230 x 230 mm /31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591068687
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

The Child Who Was Born
Yoko Sano
290 x 215mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591037515
Rights sold: Korea

Elf, the One-Legged Ostrich
Gaku Onoki
245 x 215 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005361
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

The Circus Lion
Text by Takashi Kawamura
Illus. by Hiroyuki Saito
245 x 215 mm /36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005439
Rights sold:

Moritaro’s Car
Text by Makoto Oishi 
Illus. by Takushi Kitada
235 x 185 mm/52 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591013489
Rights sold: 
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Picture BooksPicture Books Age 5+

Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland

Little Red Riding Hood Thumbelina The Little Mermaid Snow White

Age 5+

No Wildcats 
Text by Kimiko Aman
Illus. by Takushi Kitada
245 x 215 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005552
Rights sold: 

Dai’s Little Kitten 
Matsuko Yamamoto
235 x 185 mm/52 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591013588
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Banpo the Alligator
Text by Makoto Oishi
Illus. by Shinta Cho
245 x 215 mm /32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005378
Rights sold: China and Korea

No Longer Friends
Text by Aiko Shibata
Illus. by Hideo Ito
250 x 245 mm/32 ages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591073018
Rights Sold: China

Feelings after a Fight
Text by Aiko Shibata
Illus. by Hideo Ito
250 x 245 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591070444
Rights sold: China and Korea 

Mother Legh: 
The Woman Who Lived among 
Hansen’s Sufferers in Kusatsu 
Text by Shigeru Nakamura  
Illus. by Yutaka Kobayashi
260 x 225 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591136461
Rights sold: 

Heart and Beard
Text by  Yumiko Shimaoka
Illus. by  Mohamed Charinda
270 x 270 mm/43 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591144718
Rights sold:

False Tears
Text by Rintarō Uchida
Illus. by Masulira
260 x 220 mm/36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591108284
Rights sold:

Onita’s Hat
Text by Kimiko Aman
Illus. by Chihiro Iwasaki
245 x 215 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591005293
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Faceless
Text by Akira Sugiyama
Illus. by Takehiro Karube
260 x 225 mm/32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591119426
Rights sold: 

Strongman Taro
Text by Yoshitomo Imae
Illus. by Seizo Tashima
265 x 210 mm /36 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591003787
Rights sold:

Chiko in the Land of Doors
Text by Kunio Iwaya 
Directed by Yoshio Nakae
Illus. by Noriko Ueno
290 x 250 mm /38 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591092828
Rights sold: 

Timothy & Sarah Series
Midori Basho

The Seven-colored Candies
Midori Basho
190 x 135 mm /32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591081167
Rights sold: Canada, China,  Taiwan, 
the United States and Vietnam

The mouse twins Timothy and Sarah are at 
home one day when a woman from the 
neighborhood named Flora comes to see 
their mother. She mentions an abandoned 
house on the edge of town that used to be a 
café, and says she wants to restore it as a 
place where people can go to relax and so-
cialize. The two women decide they will 
hold a cake-baking contest to raise money 
for the restoration. Numerous fancy cakes 
are submitted. The Homemade Cake Contest

Explained in Pictures: 
Construction Sites
Yoh Morinaga
305 x 215 mm/47 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147160
Rights sold: 

Explained in Pictures:
The Tokyo Skytree
Yoh Morinaga
305 x 215 mm/52 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591128602
Rights sold: 

250 x 245 mm /32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591121092
Rights sold: Canada, China,  Taiwan, the 
United States and Vietnam

The POP Wonderland:
Cinderella
Text by Michiyo Hayano
Illus. by POP
A leading creator of anime characters provides the illustrations for this stylized re-
telling of Cinderella. The glamorous tale familiar to all unfolds in a world de-
picted in gorgeous translucent pastels.

The volume belongs to a series of similarly illustrated picture books of some of the 
world’s most beloved stories and fairy tales, including Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, Little Red Riding Hood, Thumbelina, Snow White, and The Little 
Mermaid.
220 x 265 mm /31 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591100431
Rights sold: France, Spain and the United States

Let’s Swap Clothes!
A Treasure Map
Timothy, Sarah and a Fairy of Woods
Timothy, Sarah and Ms. Daisy
A Thank-you Present
A Contest for Handmade Cakes
A Small Library



Children’s FictionAge 6+

Rila the Little Gorilla
Text by Toshiko Kanzawa
Illus. by Hiroshi Abe
Rila the Little Gorilla loves her father. He is a big 
gorilla and makes nice sounds by pounding his 
mighty chest. Rila pounds her chest, but Mako the 
Parrot teases her, saying “you sound very different 
from your father.” She gets upset and climbs a tree 
to run after Mako. Getting on the tree, Rila finds 
delicious-looking nuts on its branch. 

220 x 155 mm/79 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591078075
Rights sold: 

Age 6+
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Children’s Fiction

Retts and Kitty
Text by Hico Tanaka
Illus. by Shinsuke Yoshitake
This is the first volume in a trilogy 
that centers on five-year-old Retts. 
She is now in the top class—”the 
Fives”—at her three-year kindergar-
ten, but the story begins, “Once upon 
a time, long, long ago, when Retts 
was still in the Threes class at her 
kindergarten . . .” To a five-year-old, 
two years is indeed a long, long time 
ago, and much of the story’s fresh-
ness and charm derives from how it 
so perfectly captures the child’s point 
of view.

200 x 155 mm/64 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882644729
Rights sold: 

Panpaka Underpants: Are the Ghost Pants Scary Pants?
Panpaka makes it his mission to collect underpants from all 
over the world—especially those of unusual design. His 
grandfather, who is an expert underpants hunter, declares 
that he has found some ghost underpants and gives Panpaka 
a map. Panpaka hops into his brand-new gyrocopter—
painted, of course, to look like his favorite article of cloth-
ing—and off he goes, bubbling with excitement over what 
he may find.

230 x 155 mm/32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591144343
Rights sold: 

We are First Graders Series:
Our Class is Great!
Text by Ryuji Goto
Illus. by Tomoko Hasegawa
When I got to school this morning, I didn’t see 
my friend Kurosawa in our classroom. My 
teacher told us that he moved to another city. 
He came to my house every day—even though 
I didn’t invite him. But, he didn’t tell me he 
was moving! We had fights sometimes, and I 
kind of wished he would transfer to another 
school. But, I feel so sad now.

Bulbul the King
Text by Yoshihiko Funazaki
Illus. by Ikuo Nishimura
230 x 200 mm/64 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591062944
Rights sold: Korea

The Easygoing Pig and the 
Restless Rabbit
Text by Tadashi Ozawa
Illus. by Shinta Cho
230 x 200 mm /64 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591062876
Rights sold: Korea

The Tanuki Aesop
Text by Tadashi Ozawa
Illus. by Maki Sasaki
230 x 200 mm /64 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591062906
Rights sold: 

Read Me a Story
Text by Kyoko Hara
Illus. by Kazue Takahashi
205 x 155 mm/80 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591129005
Rights sold: Taiwan

Can I Watch? 
Text by Miyuki Iso
Illus. by Koshiro Hata
205 x 155 mm /79 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591121993
Rights sold: Korea

Kuma the Bear and Tiny Tatan: 
Visitors from the Blue 
Text by Kyoko Hara
Illus. by Koshiro Hata
200 x 155 mm /72 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591123652
Rights sold: Taiwan

235 x 190 mm/71 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591111741
Rights sold: China and 
Korea

Vol.1 Vol.2

Where are you going, Little Bear?
Text by Miyako Moriyama
Illus. by Kazue Takahashi
220 x 155 mm/71 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591083291
Rights sold:

Adorable Kitten Needs Loving Home
Text by Wakako Nariyuki
Illus. by Mako Taruishi
205 x 155 mm /71 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591099384
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan

Becoming Friends 
Text by Ippei Mogami
Illus. by Akiko Miyakoshi
This story of two little girls who slowly 
but surely get to be friends sends the 
message that it’s okay to take your 
time when you start a new friendship.

205 x 155 mm /80 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591131640
Rights sold: 

Jump, Jump, and Another Jump! 
Text by Miyako Moriyama
Illus. by Ken Kuroi
220 x 155 mm /71 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591140123
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

I Know! I’ll Write a Letter!
Text by Wakako Nariyuki
Illus. by Satoshi Iriyama
220 x 155 mm /79 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591142318
Rights sold: 

Little Miss Apple
Text by Eiko Kadono
Illus. by Kuniko Nagasaki 
One day Mai receives a present from her grandma of a great number of 
apples and a handmade stuffed doll named Little Miss Apple. But Little 
Miss Apple has an angry look on her face, and Mai doesn’t like her. 

220 x 155 mm /63 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591077757
Rights sold: Taiwan

Africa, it’s Secret but True 
Text by Fumiko Takeshita
Illus. by Jun Takabatake
The book has five joyful stories about animals in Africa: an alligator who likes ba-
nanas, a lion who hates brushing his teeth, a zebra who has lost his tail, a snake 
whose body is too long, and an elephant who is good at skipping. Each story is 
short and easy to read, so children can enjoy these humorous and charming stories 
by themselves.
220 x 155 mm/79 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591078723
Rights sold: China and TaiwanThe Sea, it’s Secret 

but True 

Maru the Snowman
Text by Yukiko Ninomiya 
Illus. by Yoji Watanabe
210 x 155 mm /67 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591070215
Rights sold:

Playing Ice Cream?
Text by Yukiko Ninomiya
Illus. by Kae Nishimura
220 x 155 mm /79 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591078273
Rights sold: 



Children’s FictionAge 6+

The Little Ghost Comes 
to My Apartment

The Greatest Present 
in the World

Age 8+

42 43

Children’s Fiction

The Bum Detective: 
Lady Purple and the Secret Code
Troll
The Bum Detective series so popular 
among the picture-book set now has a 
companion in this illustrated chap-
ter-book series targeted at elementa-
ry-age children. This is the first volume 
in the series and contains two all-new 
stories.

Oof, the Bear Cub
Text by Toshiko Kanzawa
Illus. by Yosuke Inoue
This collection of nine stories centers 
on the bear cub Oof and his animal 
friends. His name derives from his fa-
vorite word, “Oof.” He’s a playful cub 
who’s fond of eating, licking, and mus-
ing over all sorts of interesting things.
220 x 180 mm /135 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591069479
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

The Incredible Zorori series
Yutaka Hara
In this best-selling children’s book series, Zorori, a male fox, and his two henchmen, the twin boars Ishishi 
and Noshishi, become entangled in an endless variety of incidents in which they mess things up, or look out 
only for themselves, yet somehow or other wind up being the heroes who help the weak. Illustrations appear 
on every page and are sometimes broken up into cartoon-style boxes. At the end of 2011 the series num-
bered 50 volumes, from Kaiketsu Zorori no doragon taiji (The Incredible Zorori Fights the Dragon), pub-
lished in 1987, to the most recent Kaiketsu Zorori: hanayome to Zorori-jo (The Incredible Zorori: The Bride 
and the Castle), released in 2011. Combined sales of all volumes have reached 13.5 million copies.

220 x 155 mm /103 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591126820
Rights sold: China, Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan

Acchi the Little Ghost Series
Text by Eiko Kadono
Illus. by Yoko Sasaki
From the author of “Kiki’s Delivery Service” comes the story of Acchi, a cute little ghost, who is a cook at a restau-
rant. Acchi goes on the road to think of a new recipe and meets Dorara, Dracula’s granddaughter, on his way. 
220 x 155 mm/80 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591119501 
Rights sold: China and Vietnam

220 x 155 mm
88 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591146187
Rights sold: China, Korea 
andTaiwan

Acchi and Dorara

Hello, Oof! Oof, Little Fox and Little Bunny Vol.2 Vol.3 Vol.4

Magic Garden Tales
Yasuko Ambiru
With a violinist father and pianist 
mother, Jarett long lived out of a 
suitcase, traveling from city to city 
around the world wherever her par-
ents performed. Always staying in 
hotels, the family never had a place 
to call home. Jarett’s friends thought 
she was lucky, because she always 
had people waiting on her and taking 
care of things for her; but she longed 
for her own home, where she would 
have to do her own cleaning and 
could have a pet to take care of.

The Magic Garden 
and Mysterious Herb Recipes

205 x 155 mm/143 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591097496
RIghts sold: China, Indonesia, Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam

A Witch Sends me on an Errand
Text by Sachiko Kashiwaba
Illus. by Nobuko Tsuchida
Mayu, a little girl, feels worried in a park 
because her little bird flew away. She 
whispers, “What should I do?” At that 
moment, she hears someone also say, 

“What should I do?” Mayu sees a lady, 
who wears a black cloak and a long hat, 
sitting on the bench next to her. The lady 
smiles and nods to Mayu, looking at her 
empty cage. She says, “I’ll catch your 
bird, so can you do me a favor?”

205 x 155 mm/103 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591129302
Rights sold: Korea

Little Minami and Mini Minami
Text by Mutsumi Ishii
Illus. by Nami Yoshida
This endearing fantasy springs from a sym-
pathetic understanding of the subtle psy-
chological ripples in a small child’s life.
210 x 155 mm /111 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591087190
Rights sold: Taiwan

205 x 155 mm/125 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135709
Right sold: China

Welcome to Dream Shop Series
Text by Yoko Tomiyasu
Illus. by Tomoko Hirasawa
Shiragikumaru, a big old cat, is the owner 
of Dream Shop, where customers can get 
whatever they want. Dream Shop has the 
most delicious cake, the most comfort-
able sofa, a cloak that will make one in-
visible and many more interesting objects. 
Only stray cats know the way to the shop, 
which has two rules: 1.) You can only 
buy one thing and 2.) The item will cost 
all of the money you have with you. 

The Little Ghost’s Apartment Series
Kayo Murai
There is a tree called Tree of Ghosts in 
the garden of an old apartment. Momo, 
the princess of Ghost Country, goes to 
protect it. While there, Momo meets 
Rui, a little boy who can see and speak 
with Momo. As Momo and Rui try to 
carry out missions, the king of Ghost 
Country orders Rui—who used to get 
scared easily—become more confident. 
With a lot of illustrations and comics, 
the book humorously conveys the im-
portance of being kind to others and 
loving living things.

220 x 155 mm/79 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591073940
Rights sold: 



Children’s Fiction

Wunderbar and his 
Beloved Momo 

Wunderbar the Talkative Cat Series
Text by Rio Kuboshima
Illus. by Miho Satake
There is a little black cat called Wunderbar 
in a small seaside village. He looks like an 
ordinary cat, but he can talk! Wunderbar 
lives with a couple who own an antique 
shop, and he loves his friend Momo, a 
lively girl who lives nearby. But, she looks 
different these days. Wunderbar is shocked 
to find out that’s because she has fallen in 
love with one of her classmates.

205 x 155 mm/173 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591095133
Rights sold: 

Hozuki Clinic of Internal and 
Monster Medicine 1
Text by Yoko Tomiyasu
Illus. by Yoshika Komatsu
One Saturday Kyohei, a fifth-grader, 
wanders into an unfamiliar back alley 
and up the front steps of Hozuki Clinic—
which he’s amazed to learn is the only 
specialist in monster medicine in the en-
tire world.

Age 8+

When Grandpa Forgets…
Text by Atsuko Otsuka
Illus. by Mihoko Cocoro
190 x 135 mm /222 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591122037
Rights sold: Taiwan

Please Fairy! Series
Text by Mai Mizuno
Illus. by Tomoko Katano
Iruka, a fifth grader, is bad at study-
ing and playing sports. She is the 
smallest and skinniest in her school, 
and she sometimes misses school be-
cause she has asthma. When she 
can’t go to school, her classmate, 
Yanagida, brings her homework. 

One day, a fairy suddenly appears 
when Iruka is about to throw away 
her medicine. The fairy has been 
with her since then and says one of 
the most important things is to be 
true to herself. The series delivers 
engaging stories of first love and 
friendship. Fifteen titles have been 
published so far.

Iruka’s First Love

Taiyo Marks a New Step

Age 10+
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Children’s Fiction

A Car the Color of the Sky: 
The White Hat
Text by Kimiko Aman
Illus. by Takushi Kitada
Goro Matsui’s taxi is sky blue, and he 
always keeps it clean and shiny. 
Numerous heartwarming stories about 
the mild-mannered driver and his 
sometimes rather unusual passengers 
have been collected in three volumes 
under the series title A Car the Color 
of the Sky. The present volume, The 
White Hat, contains eight such tales.
220 x 180 mm /128 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591064429
Rights sold: China

The Little Hippopotamus with a 
Big Mouth
Text by Kazuyo Toda
Illus. by Ryoji Arai
205 x 155 mm/112 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591098158
Rights sold: 

My Precious Chick
Text by Miyuki Iso
Illus. by Yuki Sasameya
205 x 155 mm/151 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591134665
Rights sold: 

Ghost Art Museum Series
Welcome to Ghost Art Museum!
Text by Sachiko Kashiwaba
Illus. by Takako Hirai
Mahiru, a fifth grader, is asked to work at an art museum as a di-
rector! The museum is owned by her father’s company, and the 
mother of the president established the museum. According to 
her will, the director should be a girl younger than 10 years old. 
That’s why Mahiru is selected, and she is excited to work there. 

But, the museum is very mysterious. In fact, figures in paintings, 
such as an old lady, a knight and angles, come to life—though 
only children can see them. Young readers will enjoy warm and 
humorous stories in this series. 
205 x 155 mm/143 pages/Hardcover/ISBN 978-4591093320
Rights sold: Taiwan

Chocolates and Blue Sky
Text by Kaoru Horigome
Illus. by Rumiko Koizumi
195 x 135 mm/175 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882644477
Rights sold: Taiwan

Second Day Moon
Text by Miku Itō
Illus. by Yuki Maruyama
195 x 135 mm/207 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882645375
Rights sold: Taiwan

210 x 155 mm /143 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591090299
Rights sold: Taiwan

Reader of the Winds 
Nobuyuki Mitamura
This four-volume work imagina-
tively portrays, from his early child-
hood until he became the most 
important diviner in the land, the 
life of Abe no Seimei, a real-life 
yin-yang diviner who was active in 
the late Heian period (794–1185). 

190 x 130 mm /383 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591099063
Rights sold: 

Daisuke Lie-suke
Text by Natsumaru Abe
Illus. by Yutaka Murakami
The story follows events in the lives 
of three boys and a girl during the 
summer of their final year in grade 
school in Toyota, near where the 
Yashita River runs through the city.

220 x 155 mm /279 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591087206
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

I Pretend not to Know
Shunsaku Umeda & Yoshiko Umeda
Don, my classmate, was bullied 
again today, but my friends and I ig-
nored it, and pretended we were ab-
sorbed in our drawing. I thought that 
if I said something, I would be bul-
lied too.

250 x 245 mm/220 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591054253
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan

190 x 130 mm
248 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591116937
RIghts sold: Taiwan

Grade 6 Room 1: 
The Day the Class Broke 
Text by Emi Saitō
Illus. by Miho Takeda
175 x 115 mm/206 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591092590
Rights sold: Korea

He Said He’d Get His Revenge
Text by Yoko Asahina
Illus. by Emma Sky
190 x 135 mm /207 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591126028
Rights sold: 

A Ticket to Another World
Text by  Yuri Kohama
Illus. by Sayaka Iwashimizu

190 x 135 mm/194 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125694
Rights sold: 

Go, Hilarious Trio!
Text by Masamoto Nasu
Illus. by Kazuo Maekawa
220 x 155 mm/184 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591007761
Rights sold: 



Children’s Fiction

The Klutzy Witch Series
Text by Satoko Narita
Illus. by Enaga Senno
The Klutzy Witch series delivers exciting stories 
about adventure, first love, friendship and a family 
secret. Eighteen titles have been published, with 
sales totaling more than 1.4 million copies in Japan

175 ×115 mm
190 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591094648
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan.

The Klutzy Witch is a 
Princess

Black Book

Age 10+ Age 10+

46 47

Children’s Fiction

Yumemino Station Lost and 
Found 
Mikie Ando
The narrator is a girl who has only 
recently entered middle school 
when family circumstances force 
her to transfer to a new school. In 
effect retreating into her own pri-
vate shell, she makes up her mind 
to expect little from her new 
school so she won’t have to be 
disappointed, and convinces her-
self that she needn’t feel lonely as 
she hadn’t yet made friends at her 
last school anyway.

195 x 130 mm 
206 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591142363
Rights sold: 

A Bear’s Lot
Naoko Uozumi 
The narrator is a girl who has 
only recently entered middle 
school when family circum-
stances force her to transfer to a 
new school. In effect retreating 
into her own private shell, she 
makes up her mind to expect lit-
tle from her new school so she 
won’t have to be disappointed, 
and convinces herself that she 
needn’t feel lonely as she hadn’t 
yet made friends at her last 
school anyway.

195 x 130 mm 
135 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125397
Rights sold: 

The Triple-Zero Arithmetic 
Case Files 
Text by Shōgo Mukai
Illus. by Keisuke Ikeda
Fifth-grader Yūten Ariake is a 
math whiz, but no one in his class 
knows it because he blows off the 
tests and gets low scores. His best 
friend Kyōhei Todoroki excels in 
sports, is a big fan of superhero 
shows on TV, and has an unusu-
ally strong sense of justice.

175 x 115 mm/223 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591145104
Rights sold: Korea

Mysterious Ghost Story Series
Text by Seiji Midorikawa
Illus. by Miho Takeoka
I borrow a book titled “Black Book,” a col-
lection of ghost stories, at a school library. 
As I read the book, mysterious things—simi-
lar incidents described in “Black Book”—
start to happen.

175 x 115 mm/206 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591119631
Rights sold: 

Miku Hatsune’s Story Book 
Series
Text by Ren Minami
Illus. by Tama
Miku Hatsune is a virtual idol, popu-
lar around the world. Stories in this 
series are inspired by her songs. In 

“All is well on the Cherry Blossom 
Front,” Miku is in fifth grade and de-
cides to participate in a relay road 
race. But, she makes a mistake in a 
preliminary race and creates tension 
within her team. It’s a story of friend-
ship and first love.

175 x 115 mm/238 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591136966
Rights sold: 

All is well on the Cherry 
Blossom Front

Popper’s Magic Shop: 
I Sell Trouble
Text by Yūta Horiguchi
Illus. by Tukasa Kuga
The world of the story is made up of 
the Dark Realm where forces of evil 
live, the Heavenly Realm where angels 
and the souls of the dead gather, the 
Human Realm where living people 
dwell, and the Dream Realm where 
denizens of the imagination live.

175 x 115 mm /220 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591104651
Rights sold: 

Art Girl: Setsuko Negishi and 
Her Merry Crew
Mitsuru Hanagata
In her second year of middle school, 
Setsuko Negishi is president of the art 
club, which is tottering on the brink 
of collapse. The school’s autocratic, 
performance-obsessed principal has 
confiscated their clubroom and turned 
it into a remedial classroom. Setsuko 
and her comrades have occupied the 
room and even set off fireworks in 
protest, but to no avail. Lacking 
money and a place to call their own, 
the club must resort to guerilla sur-
vival tactics.

195 x 125 mm /278 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591101483
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan

Fighting Back
Taki Kusano
This is a collection of five short stories 
for young adults: The central part of 
each story is told in the first person by 
a girl of middle-school age, describing 
events as they occur in real time; each 
tale concludes with an epilogue relat-
ing in third person what has become of 
the protagonist two or three years later. 

200 x 130 mm /222 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591111383
Rights sold: 

Half
Taki Kusano

“My mother’s name is Yoko. Ever 
since I was little, I’ve been told that 
Yoko is my mother. Yoko is a small, 
brown, short-haired dog.” With this 
deadpan but startling statement, the 
story begins. It proves to be neither 
comedy nor fantasy.

200 x 130 mm/160 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591092521
Rights sold: Korea
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Activity booksActivity books

Mission 100 Series
Save a Kidnapped Princess! 
Ema Kahiroda
By searching for a particular picture 
amidst beautifully illustrated pages, 
Ema Kahiroda offers the reader 100 
different missions to save a beautiful 
princess from a devil. This is the first 
in this popular look-and-find series.

Find the Mistakes Book (Pocket) 
Michiyo Koto

This is the seventh volume in Poplar 
Publishing’s Mecha mecha asobukku 
(Loads of Fun Books) series, designed 
to help children develop their imagi-
nations, thinking skills, and powers of 
concentration. The book includes not 
just find-the-mistakes puzzles, but hid-
den pictures, mazes, connect the dots, 
and more—160 fun challenges in all.
190 x 150 mm/192 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591145708
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

The Hidden Pictures and 
Maze Book (Pocket) 
Noriko Sato
190 x 150 mm/192 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591145692
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Cute Origami
La Zoo
Origami is the art of folding a sheet of 
paper into various objects. With this 
book and a pair of scissors, children 
can easily make animals, airplanes, 
sweets, clothes, and more. They can 
even make a room or a town! The 
book includes a set of paper sheets.
210 x 185 mm/127 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591105122
Rights sold: China and Spain

I Did it ! String Figures for One
Teruhisa Ariki
The book contains instructions on 
how to create 53 string figures, in-
cluding such well-known standards 
as witch’s broom, elastic band, and 
Jacob’s ladder.

Folding Fun! Origami Creations 
You Can Play With
Mariko Ishikawa

This is a book of instructions and di-
agrams for easy-to-fold origami toys, 
along with suggestions for how to 
play with them. From paper air-
planes and throwing stars, to animals 
that move and wearable accessories, 
the pages are full of ideas that will 
appeal to both boys and girls.

170 x 190 mm /59 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591125946
Rights sold: China and 
Korea and Taiwan

210 x 180 mm
127 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591145371
Rights sold: China

First Crafts: 
Tearing, Crumpling, Folding, 
Drawing, Cutting
Sawako Marubayashi
This book is filled with ideas for cre-
atively channeling that kind of play 
into paper-craft projects. The proj-
ects make use of four basic shaping 
techniques—tearing, crumpling, 
folding, and cutting—plus drawing, 
and range from very simple crafts 
that children as young as two can 
make, to more advanced projects that 
allow for many variations and ar-
rangements.

210 x 180 mm
127 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591150573
Rights sold: China

Four Seasons of Make-It-
Yourself Fun
Sawako Marubayashi
A book filled with make-it-yourself 
projects to last all year long, with 
ideas for every season and wherever 
you are that anyone can enjoy. From 
indoor projects using empty boxes 
and origami paper, to outdoor play 
with soap bubbles and flower gar-
lands, the book suggests things you 
can do with what you’re likely to 
have on hand—so you can get right 
down to having fun whenever you’re 
looking for something to do. 

310 x 230 mm/34 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591131398
Rights sold: China and 
Taiwan

170 x 190 mm 
35 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591125960
Rights sold: China

175 x 200 mm
10 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591150511
Rights sold:China

Thread Them Together: 
Animal Fun
Kimika Warabe
This is an interactive picture book 
that offers dexterity training for 
children as young as 12 months, 
as they thread the provided cord 
through holes in animal cutouts.

215 x 190 mm
22 pages
Boardbook
ISBN 978-4591151723
Rights sold:

Jam Packed Hidden Pictures
Kaori Hayashi
Every page of this board book is jam-
packed with drawings of animals, in-
sects, sea creatures, flowers, fruits and 
vegetables, favorite foods, vehicles, 
clothing and other things around the 
house, and fairy tales.

Princess Drawing Lessons for 
Little Girls
Tomo Tani,Nemuko Morino and Yūko 
Iwaida
This is a “how to” book for those who 
want to learn to draw cute pictures of 
princesses and other female figures.

185 x 260 mm/80 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591135860
Rights sold: Korea

The Witch’s Fortune-Telling 
Birthday Book
Text by Kinuka
Illus. by Tomo Tani
For each of the 366 days in a year, 
including the leap day in February, it 
lists lucky numbers, lucky items, and 
lucky colors for readers born on that 
day, and also details what character 
traits are common among girls with 
that birthday, their romantic interests, 
their talents, and their personal 
charms. Readers can enjoy looking 
up not only their own fortunes but 
those of their friends, teachers, and 
family members as well. 
175 x 115mm /383 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4-591123867
Rights sold: Korea

Girls’ Coloring Book:
The Charming Lives of Laura 
and Mary 
Yuka Satō
Mary lives in the country sur-
rounded by nature, while Laura 
lives in a bustling city. The two 
girls were born on the same day 
and will soon be 17. Although 
they live completely different 
lives, they are the best of friends.

220 x 230 mm/72 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591149287
Rights sold: Arabia and Korea

Fun with Zoomadanke: Kendama!  
Zoomadanke 
Kendama is the Japanese version of the classic cup-and-ball 
game known in a variety of forms around the world, played 
with a ball attached by string to a handle with which it must be 
caught—in France, it’s known as the bilboquet.

210 x 150 mm/127 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591146866
Rights sold:
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Comics

Dinosaurs Comic Series
Comic by  Juzo Tokoro
Editorial Supervision by Makoto Manabe

This comic series explains how various dinosaurs 
lived one hundred million years ago. This is the 
fourth title in the series, which features 
Tyrannosaurus. The books will fascinate readers 
with engaging stories and precise illustrations.

220 x 155 mm/159pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135204
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Tyrannosaurus
Allosaurus
Rhamphorhynchus
Velociraptor

230 x 160 mm
126 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135181
Rights sold: Taiwan and Vietnam

World’s Heroes & Heroines Comic Series
Cleopatra

Comic by  Natsumi Mukai
Editorial Supervision by Nozomu Kawai
This comic series features scientists, doctors, masters 
of invention, and those who worked for ordinary 
people. The comics tell their childhood stories, as 
well as well-known episodes from history. Children 
can easily understand how these people lived, and it 
serves as a great start to reading biographies.

Nobel The Wright 
Brothers 

Queen 
Elizabeth I

Favre Galileo

Gandhi Joan of Arc Christopher 
Columbus

Beethoven Mother 
Teresa 

Madame 
Curie

Edison Anne Frank Nightingale Helen Keller

Learn a Technique by Comics: Shōgi 
School for Loving Kids
Text by Takanori Hashimoto
Illus. by Kazuhiro Murakawa
Shōgi, also known as “Japanese chess,” is a 
board game for two played with 20 pieces each 
on a nine-by-nine grid of 81 squares. The game is 
distinctive among chess variations for being the 
first to institute a rule that allows captured pieces 
to be returned to the board as one’s own

210 x 150 mm/207 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591146491
Rights sold:.

Swans in Space 1
Lunlun Yamamoto
Honor student and athletic standout Korona Hoshino 
is the sixth-grade class president at Cosmos Academy, 
and well-liked for her kind and caring nature. By con-
trast, Ran Tsukishima is something of a loner. 
Preferring not to draw attention, she spends her time 
reading by herself; because she is always snacking, 
she has a reputation for being lazy. But she’s also a 
huge Space Patrol enthusiast, and she manages to per-
suade Korona to join the patrol as her partner.

185 x 130 mm 
151 pages
Softcover
ISBN 978-4591094907
Rights sold: Canada, 
France and the United 
States

The Scoop on Poop: Germs to 
the Rescue
Text by Shiho Sakamoto
Illus. by Mimirō Tara
220 x 190 mm /63 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591142936
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Dinosaurs Still Live
Text by Kyōichi Tomita
Illus. by Masakatsu Shimoda
220 x 190 mm/63 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147191
Rights sold: Korea

Mr. Fabre’s Insect Class: 
The Brilliance and Foolishness 
of Instinct
Text by Daisaburo Okumoto
Illus. by Kohei Yamashita 
210 x 205 mm/175 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591150313
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Elephants and Potato Chips 
Makoto Yokotsuka

220 x 285 mm/33 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4882643302
Rights sold: Korea

230 x 195 mm
32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-882644545
Rights sold: 

A Horse Poops!
Text by Etsuko Yuki
Photographer by Yukihiro Fukuda

The Day They Caught a Whale: 
Lamalera, a Tale of Life
Text by Tomoko Egami 
Photographer by Kotaro Kojima
265 x 215 mm /42 pages/Hardcover 
ISBN 978-4591067819
Rights sold: 

Elephants and Potato Chips 
Ciabou Hany
210 x 265 mm/35 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125632
Rights sold: 

We’re Having a Baby
Text by Emiko Ito
Photographer by Yasuhiro Ito
250 x 245 mm
32 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591083710
Rights sold: Korea

They may not be anybody’s favorite things, but few would deny 
a certain degree of curiosity about poop, farts, and belly-button 
crud. A close look at these waste products of the human body 
show them to be teeming with bacteria. In order to throw light 
on the nature of these microorganisms, this book presents a 
number of funny but true stories in which they played a key role, 
such as how some researchers made cheese out of belly button 
crud, and how a “poop explosion” stank up the air aboard a 
NASA spaceship.

The text is written in Fabre’s voice, as if he is speaking to the 
reader about his own observations and discoveries regarding in-
sects, and it is divided into easy-to-grasp, page-length sections fo-
cusing on what the various insects eat, their eggs, their stages of 
development, their habits, and so forth, accompanied on the fac-
ing page by colorful, often amusing, manga-like illustrations.

In recent years, dinosaur fossils with feathers have been discov-
ered. Having feathers could have benefited dinosaurs in a number 
of ways: helping maintain body temperature in frigid climes such 
as Antarctica, keeping their eggs and their young warm, attracting 
mates, expressing anger toward enemies, and most important of 
all, enabling flight. The first creatures to use feathered wings to fly 
through the air were in fact dinosaurs—in particular, the smaller 
and weaker ones. As larger, more powerful dinosaurs proliferated, 
smaller dinosaurs found haven in the trees.

The striking cover photo shows a little girl with her nose 
pressed to her mother’s pregnant belly, as if she is communi-
cating with the baby inside. “I’ll be waiting for you,” she says, 
and tok tok tok tok comes the answer. It is the sound of the ba-
by’s heart. A midwife drops by now and then to check on the 
baby’s health, letting the family listen to the baby’s heartbeat 
with her ultrasound device, and the little girl is amazed to see 
her mother’s tummy ripple. Then one day when they are in the 
bath together, Mama says her tummy hurts and out comes the 
baby with a Waaah! The girl’s older brothers cut the cord and 
the baby falls asleep at Mama’s breast. “You’re my new little 
brother! We’re going to have so much fun playing!”

The third largest island in the world, Borneo is a Southeast 
Asian treasure house of biodiversity. Covered in tropical rain 
forests, it is home to numerous species found nowhere else on 
earth. Yet the elephants that live there are being deprived of 
their native habitat and becoming increasingly endangered. Who 
would have guessed that there is a close link between their 
plight and the potato chips we all eat?

Horses eat grass all day, and they poop 
a lot! Horses know whose poop it is by 
smelling it. Male horses poop over 
other male horses’ poop to show “I am 
here.” Male horses smell female horses’ 
poop to look for their brides. Baby 
horses eat their mother’s poop because 
it contains bacteria, which helps them 
digest grass. With brilliant photos and 
interesting stories, the book shows the 
amazing ecology of horses. 

Cocoons: Capsules of Life
Takashi Shinkai 
210 x 265 mm/35 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591103654
Rights sold: 
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Fiction Fiction

Happiness in the Form of a Cat 
Rui Kodemari
Set against the constantly changing 
seasons of the American countryside, 
this story tells of the powerful bond 
that forms between a married couple 
and their beloved cat.

155 x 105 mm/262 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591126967
Rights sold: Korea and Vietnam

The Apple Song
Rui Kodemari
The story is told in part by Marie her-
self, and in part by Miwako, a child-
care worker whom Marie rescues 
from the World Trade Center. Miwako 
visits Marie’s relatives and acquain-
tances to learn about her life. The two 
points of view merge into a moving 
tale of a woman living in turbulent 
times who pursued her chosen mis-
sion with great passion and pride.

195 x 140 mm/374 pages /Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591140031
Rights sold:

Harmonium
Kōji Fukada
The story is set at a small suburban 
metalworking shop owned and oper-
ated by Toshio Suzuoka and his wife 
Akie. The couple have a ten-year-old 
daughter, Hotaru. They live a quiet 
and humdrum life with little to talk 
about. One day an old acquaintance 
of Toshio named Yasaka shows up at 
the door.
195 x 135 mm/156 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591151457
Rights sold: 

In the Back Yard of the 
Minato Hotel
Haruna Terachi
This volume contains two heartwarm-
ing linked stories, one mid-length and 
one short, about the eponymous 
Minato Hotel.

Set in an offbeat hotel that opens its 
arms to people carrying a variety of 
burdens, the two stories gently and 
lovingly illumine the simple joys of 
people connecting with one another.

195 x 135 mm/238 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591149102
Rights sold: China

Violeta
Haruna Terachi
Tae Tanaka is 27. She quits her job to 
marry Shin’ichi, the man she has been 
seeing for four years, only to have 
him call off the wedding and break up 
with her. She is sobbing in despair at 
the side of the road when a no-non-
sense, take-charge woman named 
Sumire Kitamura, “as commanding as 
a doberman,” practically picks her up 
by the scruff of the neck to drag her 
home and take her under her wing. 

195 x 135 mm/223 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591145616
Rights sold: China

Like a Momentary Ray between 
the Clouds
Mami Sunada
This is a collection of five stories 
linked by the death of a young boy in 
a traffic accident.
In Summer: Chieko’s Story, the epon-
ymous Chieko, 28, is working as a 
temp at a publishing house when she 
meets married editor Kenji, 39, and 
they begin an illicit affair. A woman 
friend and colleague repeatedly urges 
her to end the relationship, but 
Chieko is unable to give up her feel-
ings for Kenji.

i
Kanako Nishi
The i of the title represents both the 
imaginary unit in math (i2 = −1) and 
the English first-person pronoun I. It 
is also a homophone for ai, the 
Japanese word for “love,” as well as 
for Ai, the name of the main character. 
When her high school math teacher 
declares during a lesson on imaginary 
numbers that “i does not exist in this 
world,” Ai Soda Wild feels as if her 
own existence has been denied. The 
line lodges deep in her consciousness 
and continues to haunt her for some 
time to come.

Where Sky and Ocean Meet  
Rui Kodemari
It is the story of a man who lives 
under an unbearable burden of loneli-
ness, the woman who wants desper-
ately to save him from it, and their 
love for each other that reaches across 
time and distance.

155 x 105 mm/256 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591102978
Rights sold: Korea and Vietnam

195 x 135 mm
228 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591147979
Rights sold: 

195 x 135 mm
303 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591153093
Rights sold: Korea

Indigo Rain: The Collectors
Risako Asano
Tōka Hiryū’s father, a collector of and 
dealer in antiques, was murdered five 
years ago during business talks at his 
vacation home in Karuizawa. The 
beautiful and talented Tōka once trav-
eled the globe as an internationally 
known jewelry designer, but ever since 
the unwanted attention that came her 
way following her father’s death, she 
has shunned the limelight and now 
lives quietly in her Azabu, Tokyo 
home with private secretary Ichirō 
Tatsuki. Her father’s murder remains 
unsolved. 

The Restaurant of Love Regained
Ito Ogawa
Living in the city and working at a 
restaurant, Rinko’s big dream is to 
open an eating establishment of her 
own with her live-in boyfriend, but 
one day she returns home from work 
to discover that he has moved out, 
taking with him all their furniture and 
joint savings. The shock of being 
abandoned by her mate and losing ev-
erything she owns causes Rinko to 
lose her voice on top of it all.

Mourning Recipe
Yuki Ibuki
Adapted into both a television minise-
ries and a feature film, this story of-
fers fresh and warm-hearted 
portrayals of connections between 
people even as it addresses such diffi-
cult themes as the death of a spouse, 
infertility, and infidelity.
195 x 135 mm/263 pages /
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591115350
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Ribbon
Ito Ogawa
Grade-schooler Hibari and her grand-
mother Sumire are the best of friends. 
When they find a bird’s egg nearby, 
they take it home and keep it warm 
until it hatches. It turns out to be a 
cockatiel. They name it Ribbon, and 
take good care of it, but then one day 
Ribbon escapes from her cage and 
flies away.

Finding Me
Hatsue Nakawaki
A woman who had a difficult child-
hood finds a place for herself as a 
nurse, nearly loses herself in the ef-
fort to protect that hard-won ground, 
and then through key encounters and 
experiences is able to recover herself 
once again.
195 x 135 mm/257 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135365
Rights sold: Taiwan

Cooking Lessons for Love
Megumi Fujino
On a quiet lane in Kyoto stands an 
old-fashioned townhouse where, each 
Saturday afternoon, Aiko Koishihara, 
once the grand matron of a well-
known merchant house, conducts a 
traditional Kyoto cuisine cooking 
class “for men only.” The four linked 
stories in this volume tell how four 
students of different ages, occupa-
tions, and backgrounds are able to 
make a fresh start in their lives as a 
result of their participation in the 
aging instructor’s class and the reci-
pes they master under her tutelage.

You’re a Good Kid
Hatsue Nakawaki
This is a collection of five stories set 
in the same suburban town, with key 
elements transpiring on the same 
rainy afternoon.

In one way or another, all of the sto-
ries take up the troubling subject of 
child abuse, but in each case the au-
thor also leaves readers with a ray of 
hope.
195 x 135 mm/319 pages /Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591129388
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Waiting for Fair Winds
Yuki Ibuki
Bank employee Tetsuji Suga, 39, is 
on a doctor-recommended leave of 
absence after falling into depression 
from overwork. There has also been 
growing friction at home with his 
higher-earning wife. When he discov-
ers that she has been having an affair, 
he decides to spend the summer at the 
home where his late mother had lived, 
on the coast far from Tokyo.

195 x 135 mm
286 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591137703
Rights sold: China and 
Taiwan

195 x 135 mm
234 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591100639
Rights sold: China, France, Italy, Korea, Spain, Taiwan,  the 
UK and Vietnam

195 x 135 mm
351 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591110218
Rights sold: China, Indonesia and Korea

195 x 135 mm
311 pages/Hardcover
ISBN  978-4591151112
Rights sold:

195 x 135 mm/318 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591134245
Rights sold: China, France, Korea and Italy
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Fiction Fiction

Untitled
Chisa Asukai
Toko, 31, is scrupulous and strict in 
her ways. She unfailingly follows the 
rules she has set for herself, and she 
judges all that goes on around her by 
those same rules. But then, a series of 
events causes her personal value sys-
tem to crumble . . .

195 x 140 mm 
333 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591135488
Rights sold:

The Winged Girl
Maha Harada
In this story, first-grader Nike saw her 
parents burned to death right before 
her eyes in one of the countless fires 
that broke out as a result of the quake. 
She is taken in together with her older 
brother Ikki and younger sister Sanku 
by Koreaki Samotora, a doctor of 
psychosomatic medicine whose nick-
name is Dr. Zero. Nike herself has be-
come permanently disabled by an 
injury to her right leg suffered in the 
quake, and she has difficulty making 
friends among her new classmates. 
But through her interactions with Dr. 
Zero and others from the neighbor-
hood, she decides she wants to be-
come a doctor who helps heal 
wounded hearts and mind.

Geranium Garden
Masumi Oshima
One New Year’s Day when narrator 
Ruru is in her mid-twenties, her 
80-year-old grandmother Toyose 
learns that Ruru has gotten a story 
published in a literary journal, and 
urges her to write about the major 
family secret she has related to Ruru 
in bits and pieces over the years. 
Toyose collapses that same day, and 
passes away two days later.

In a quiet corner of the city is Boulangerie Kurebayashi, a bak-
ery that opens its doors only at night. It’s run by the al-
ways-smiling owner, Yosuke Kurebayashi, and his 
foul-mouthed but good-looking young apprentice, Hiroki. 
Back in middle school Hiroki was racing down the path of de-
linquency until, at the age of 14, he met Miwako, 12 years his 
senior. Miwako helped Hiroki with his studies and set him 
straight; he became quite devoted to her, believing they had 
been brought together by fate. But six months ago, just as she 
was preparing to open a bakery, Miwako, now married to 
Yosuke, was killed in a traffic accident. Yosuke decided to quit 
his job with the United Nations PKO so he could bring his 
wife’s plans to fruition.

155 x 105 mm
319 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591124796
Rights sold: China, Korea and Taiwan

Double Whorls
Yukiya Shoji & Natsu Miyashita
Brother and sister both have two 
whorls in their hair. Their mother 
does as well, and she has always told 
them that it’s a mark of good fortune. 
One day when Madoka is at home 
alone, a phone call comes in from a 
woman she doesn’t know. Later, her 
mother says she doesn’t know the 
woman either, but there seems to be 
something a little strange in her man-
ner.

Aboard Ship! 
Osamu Fujitani
Told from the viewpoint of Satoru as an adult, this is a coming-
of-age story about a teenager who decides to choose another 
path rather than try to become a professional musician, as well 
as the story of a middle-aged man who is finally able to face a 
past about which he has some regrets.

150 x 105 mm
308 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591123997
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan

195 x 135 mm
278 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591130698
Rights sold: Indonesia

195 x 135 mm
286 pages
Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591137277
Rights sold:

195 x 135 mm
280 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591130759
Rights sold: Taiwan

The Nocturnal Bakery 1: 
A Recipe for Midnight
Noriko Oonuma

Mathman to the Rescue! 
Shogo Mukai
Haruka is a middle-school girl who 
loves sports and hates math. The story 
begins when an unusual new boy 
named Sora joins her class as a trans-
fer student. Sora declares that his 
dream is to “save the world with 
math,” and one day he opens shop as 

“Mathman,” saying he will use math 
to solve whatever problems his class-
mates bring to him—personal chal-
lenges, relationship issues, etc.—no 
payment necessary. Events conspire 
to make Haruka his assistant in the 
operation.

195 x 135 mm
327 pages /Softcover
ISBN 978-4591134948
Rights sold: Korea and Taiwan

Parade of Monsters
Emel Komatsu
Ghostly lore in Japan includes a host 
of weird and diverse supernatural 
creatures known collectively as 
yokai. One night as the sundry ghouls 
and goblins are making their proces-
sion, a yokai named Koharu drops 
out of line and begins falling. He 
lands in the yard of a secondhand 
goods dealer named Kizo; the two 
meet, and Koharu decides to stay. 
Kizo is a youthful 20, but besides 
being gruff and unfriendly, he has a 
countenance that could scare even a 
ghost. Koharu, on the other hand, has 
the appearance of a sweet little boy 
even though he professes to be a 
truly fearsome yokai. The two be-
come caught up in all manner of su-
pernatural disturbances during the 
Meiji era, and invariably play a role 
in resolving each one.

150 x 105 mm
318 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591119723
Rights sold: Taiwan

Divination for All Your Needs: 
Welcome to the Yin-Yang Shop 
Shōko Amano

In the basement of a building on a bustling shopping street in 
Ōji, a district in Tokyo’s Kita Ward, is an establishment called 
“The Yin-Yang Shop,” where a young and handsome diviner 
who goes by the name of Abe no Shōmei (just one character 
different from the name of the famous Heian-era [894–1185] 
diviner Abe no Seimei) offers his services. One day a ninth-
grade boy and his mother come in the door. The mother ex-
plains that they have experienced a series of misfortunes of 
late and requests a reading. Dressed in full onmyōji (yin-yang 
master) attire, Shōmei conducts a water-basin divination cere-
mony followed by a purification rite and asks for an exorbitant 
payment—to which the boy responds that he is a fraud. While 
Shōmei feigns innocence, the boy declares that he could smell 
the special solution that Shōmei had surreptitiously added to 
the basin to make its surface foam up as if in ill omen. He goes 
on to uncover his ears and tail and identify himself as the 
abandoned child of a shape-shifting fox—which is why he has 
a far more powerful sense of smell and hearing than do normal 
people.

The World of Five Dragons Series
Yukako Kabei
Yugi, a 15-year-old girl, was left alone at a shrine when she was 
five years old. Her master raised her there, and Yugi, a lively girl, 
is now practicing martial and medical arts under his guidance. 
Yugi respects her master, who treats patients, performs exorcisms 
and conducts ceremonies in the community. 

150 x 105 mm345 pages/Softcover/ISBN 978-4591132159
Rights sold: Taiwan

The Spirits from the Storehouse 
Next Door
Yu Ito
In a story reminiscent of Mary Norton’s 
The Borrowers, author Yu Ito ushers 
readers into a parallel world that exists 
right next to our everyday lives.Fifth-
grader Honoka lives with her parents 
and big brother Yūichi in a rundown 
condominium where the residents are at 
odds over whether to rebuild or make do 
with repairs. Yūichi has started hanging 
out with a rough crowd since advancing 
to middle school, a constant source of 
stress for their mother. It distresses 
Honoka, as well, to see discord within 
her family. One of her few comforts is 
looking out the window at the garden 
next door as it changes from season to 
season. 

150 x 105 mm
254 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591134917
Rights sold: 

150 x 105 mm
296 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591122372
Rights sold: Taiwan
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The Twilight Mart 
Saki Murayama
This is the first volume in a tremen-
dously popular series of linked stories 
that has grown to five volumes and 
counting. The tales are set in the fic-
tional community of Kazahaya and 
center on a mysterious convenience 
store, known as the Twilight Mart, on 
the edge of town. Surrounded by leg-
end, it is said to be reachable only by 
those who are searching for some-
thing out of some deep-seated need.

All in for the Boy Detectives Club
Osamu Fujitani
In this story that reproduces the style 
and flavor of Ranpo’s writing (while 
also incorporating such 21st-century 
elements as cell phones), sixth-grader 
Genki Yoshida is the son of a Tokyo 
jeweler. His father hasn’t been him-
self lately and seems depressed. One 
day when his father is out, a man in a 
mysterious-looking gray cloak visits 
the shop. 

195 x 135 mm
251 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591142486
Rights sold: 

The Dis-Ease Called Mother 
Takashi Okada
A psychiatrist draws on examples 
from his many years of experience 
working with mothers and their chil-
dren to discuss some of the destruc-
tive dynamics that can enter the 
mother-child relationship, along with 
advice on how to ultimately free one-
self from them.
There seem to be a growing number 
of people troubled in some way by 
their relationship with their mother. 
Some contend with emotionally un-
stable or moody mothers, over-pro-
tective mothers, or mothers who 
neglect their children to pursue rela-
tionships with men other than their 
children’s father. Still others find that 
they can’t detach from their mothers 
no matter how dysfunctional the rela-
tionship.

Diner
Yumeaki Hirayama
Bored with her clerical job, Kanako 
Oba, a 30-year-old divorcée, responds 
to an online ad: “Driver. Pay 300,000 
yen. Entails some risk.” Hired by a 
couple to be the driver of the getaway 
car in a cash heist, she soon finds her-
self entangled in a nightmarish world.

195 x 150 mm
474 pages /Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591112014
Rights sold: China and Taiwan

Medical Examiner Series: 
Up in Flames 
Ruriko Yuzuhara
A house burns down in a quiet 
Setagaya, Tokyo neighborhood. The 
body found in the charred ruins is 
identified as that of a young IT entre-
preneur recently in the limelight. 
Detective Kentaro Uesugi (35, male) 
and his assistant Go Masaki (early 
20s, male) investigate. Young medical 
examiner Karin Kisaragi (early 20s, 
female) reports no indications of foul 
play, and witnesses note no suspi-
cious persons coming or going, so the 
incident is initially investigated as an 
accidental fire.The End of the World

Masamoto Nasu
In the title piece, war in the Middle 
East sparks a global nuclear conflagra-
tion. A boy in Japan is left an orphan 
when both of his parents die in the 
bomb shelter where they took refuge. 
He later hears the voice of a young girl 
calling for help over the wireless, and 
decides to leave the protection of the 
shelter and brave the radioactive envi-
ronment outside to find her. 

155 x 105 mm
271 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591143056
Rights sold:

150 x 105 mm
182 pages/Softdcover
ISBN 978-4591114162
Rights sold: Korea, Taiwan
and Vietnam

Please Don’t Forget the Children
Masami Sasaki
Do what gives the child joy. And 
make that your own joy. This alone 
will immeasurably improve the par-
ent-child relationship . . . This book is 
a collection of “messages” about the 
joys and rewards of child rearing, 
written by a renowned child psychia-
trist for parents and others who play a 
role in early childhood learning.

220 x 155 mm
143 pages /Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591133859
Rights sold: 

190 x 130 mm
295 pages /Softcover
ISBN 978-4591131466
Rights sold: China, 
Korea and Taiwan

Today’s Stretches 
Editorial Supervision by James Shuichi Nakano
Illus. by  Taiki Enomoto
Just three minutes a day of stretching can lengthen and loosen your muscles, relieve fatigue, correct 
imbalances, and promote better posture. The benefits are not instantaneous, however, as it generally 
takes eight weeks or more of daily stretches to achieve the desired results. It is with this in mind that 
Nakano developed the 77-stretch program presented here. It begins with two weeks of “Starter 
Stretches,” continues with eight weeks of “Basic Stretches” that cover all muscle groups in the body, 
and ends with a final week of more difficult “Challenge Stretches.”

260 x 190 mm /31 pages/Hardcover + Calender/ISBN 978-4591126202
Rights sold: France, Italy and Taiwan

Today’s Exercises
Editorial Supervision by James Shuichi Nakano
Illus. by Taiki Enomoto
The program has been structured for maximum efficiency based on findings that it takes at least eight 
weeks to build new muscle to a level where you can really feel the difference. The two-month train-
ing plan prescribes one week for the “Starters,” six weeks for the “Variations,” and one week for the 

“Challenges.” Once you have completed the initial eight weeks of conditioning, you can maintain the 
benefits over the long term by selecting the particular exercises you most need and doing them for 
just five minutes per day.
260 x 190 mm /31 pages/Hardcover + Calender/ISBN 978-4591129111
Rights sold: 

Cellular Exercises to Awaken Your Body
Hiroyuki Kobayashi and Nobuhiro Suetake
The human body is made up of as many as 60 trillion cells, and our physical and mental health de-
pends on nutrient-rich blood reaching all of them. One of the most important keys to good circula-
tion is a well-conditioned autonomic nervous system. Based on medical evidence and developed by 
a specialist in sports medicine, the exercises in this book are designed for effective, efficient en-
hancement of the autonomic nervous system’s many functions.
210 x 150 mm /103 pages/Softcover/ISBN 978-4591134955
Rights sold: 

155 x 105 mm
383 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591126264
Rights sold: Taiwan
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Senior Senryu 1: 
My Birthday Party / Blowing Out the Candles and / Nearly Blacking Out
Edited by The Japan Association of Retirement Housing
The senryu form is limited to the same 17 syllables as haiku, in lines of five, seven, and five. 
But whereas haiku require a seasonal word known as kigo, senryu do not, and instead of 
looking to nature, they usually poke fun at or satirize human behavior and society. These 
poems by veterans of all that life has to offer speak of memory loss, trips to the doctor, 
crotchety spouses, and other challenges of aging as if the best way to deal with them is to 
laugh them off. Yet even as the poems prompt laughs, they also inspire sympathy.

Pedometer count / Half the steps are from searching / For something I’ve lost

190 x 120 mm
126 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591130728
Rights sold: 

Women’s Senryu Circle 1: 
How Are You Doing? / Spectacularly Fine, Thanks / At Least Till You Asked 
Edited by City Living
The senryu form is confined to the same 17 syllables as haiku, in lines of five, seven, and 
five. But whereas haiku require a seasonal reference known as kigo, senryu do not, and 
instead of looking to nature, they usually poke fun at or satirize the human condition and 
society:

This body of mine / Feeling not quite up to par— / Until five p.m.
Past the big four-oh / Time to drop the husband hunt / For a grave-plot hunt.

190 x 120 mm
126 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591132067
Rights sold: 

Kuma-Kuma Chan’s Travels
Kazue Takahashi
This is the third installment in the Kuma-Kuma 
Chan series, which has won a wide following in 
Japan, especially among women.The main character 
in the series is Kuma-Kuma, a cute and cuddly bear 
(kuma means “bear” in Japanese) who lives by him-
self in the mountains and likes to go on trips from 
time to time. The stories are narrated by his penpal, 
a city boy who doesn’t always understand the things 
Kuma-Kuma relates in his letters. 

Bibi Goes to Africa  
Text by Ichiro Tagawa
Illus. by Mitsuo Nakamura
This is a sequel to Bibi, a picture book for 
adults. Bibi and a middle-aged man who 
have a meeting of the hearts, only to become 
separated in the end. In this second install-
ment, Bibi makes a journey to Africa.

Bicycles, Creak Creak
Text by Yoshihiko Funazaki
Illus. by Keiko Ajito 

“I look up, so that I can see you al-
ways. Though I cannot see or hear 
or touch you, I know you are there, 
at my side, while I am here.” The 
story in this picture book is nar-
rated by a girl who lost someone 
very special. The monochrome il-
lustrations gently and deeply touch 
readers’ hearts.

That Day When the Great East 
Japan Earthquake hit Tohoku
Kuninori Takahashi
When the Great East Japan 
Earthquake hit the Tohoku region on 
March 11, 2011, the author, who is 
originally from the region, was work-
ing in Libya. He immediately went 
back to his hometown and decided to 
take photos of local people, not the 
scene. Many people stood in front of 
his camera and said that they should 
try their best because there are peo-
ple who suffer more. 

Kabuki Picture Book Series
Text by Osamu Hashimoto 
Illus. by  Yoshio Okada
Proper Upbringing of a Young Lady at Mount 
Imose
This is a popular story of Kabuki, a theatrical art 
that started in the 17th Century in Japan. It’s a 
fantasy and love story based on a well-known 
historical incident, “Reformation of Taika” in 
the 7th Century during which everyone joined 
hands to defeat the vicious head of a powerful 
family. The story is told with simple wording 
and beautiful illustrations. It’s a perfect intro-
ductory book of Kabuki, which children, as well 
as adults, can enjoy.

Kabuki Coloring Book: 
Yoshitsune and the Thousand Cherry 
Tree
Text by Osamu Hashimoto
Illus. by Yoshio Okada
The world of Japan’s kabuki theater comes to 
hands young and old in a coloring book based 
on Yoshitsune senbonzakura (Yoshitsune and 
the Thousand Cherry Trees).The coloring 
pages are perforated for easy removal from the 
book so they can be placed on display.

245 x 290 mm/40 pages/Softcover
ISBN 978-4591150894
Rights sold:

255 x 260 mm
54 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591129265
Rights sold:

150 x 210 mm/78 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591146125
Rights sold: 

230 x 225 mm
32 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591126165
Rights sold: 

175 x 135 mm
52 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591152966
Rights sold: Canada, China, 
and the United States

65 pages/Hardcover
ISBN 978-4591125281
RIghts sold: China




